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Enoch Davis Quietly Celebrates
Anniversary----------------------------------

Antron Gay and Herbert Sanders, a recreation leader at Enoch, enjoy the cakeand each other's company at the center's anniversary celebration.
photo by Rassi

director of the Davis center
and organizer of the inti
mate gathering of folks
who came out last Saturday
to observe the center’s
anniversary.
While there, one could
not help but notice the cen
ter’s growing pains. It is in
the midst of a $700,000
facelift that includes the
renovation of the auditori
um and kitchen, as well as
a new snack bar and huge

meeting room that will
replace the space vacated
by the James Weldon
Johnson Branch Library,
which recently moved to its
building next door. ,
Since its dedication on
September 13, 1981, the
Davis center - named after
the Rev. Enoch Davis, a
former civil rights leader has been a beacon of hope
for adults and youth in
south St. Petersburg who

are seeking assistance that
includes, but is not limited
to, job training, tutoring
and taxes.
Under the auspices of
the City of St. Petersburg’s
Leisure Services Depart
ment and the Office on
Aging, the 18,000-squarefoot facility touts three
meeting rooms, classroom
space and office space for
social service agencies and
nonprofit groups that
would like to help residents
help themselves.
"The Davis Center is
not a recreation center,”
Buchanan said. "It’s not
strictly for leisure or pleas
ure. Its focus is on provid
ing services for citizens
who don’t have transporta
tion” or access to govern
mental programs that are
located outside of their
community.
Rooms at the Davis
center are available for rent
to the general public, pri
vate groups and organiza
tions at a low cost, while
most services are typically
provided to participants for

Enoch
continued on pg. 5

King Meets with Family over Black
Man's Hanging in Belle Glade ——
by Jill Barton
Associated Press Writer
BELLE GLADE, Fla.
(AP) — Martin Luther
King III investigated the
hanging of a black man on
Saturday by talking with
family members and other
residents of a rural farming
community
that
has
become divided over the
death.
Authorities ruled that
Feraris "Ray" Golden
killed himself, but rumors
in Belle Glade persist that
he was murdered. King
said that "many of us do
not believe that it was sui
cide," but also called for
healing in the community.
"We're not trying to
inflict pain on anyone.
We're just seeking the truth
because a family has been
victimized by a hanging,
perhaps a lynching," King
said during a prayer break
fast with local ministers.
"We need to determine if
that is factual."
King softened ’ his
statements from a month
ago, when he declared:
''Black folk don’t hang
themselves."
After spending eight
hours with Golden's fami
ly' local ministers and resi-

dents, King said the rumors
in the community warrant
more investigation but he
declined to cite any new
evidence in the case.
He said many people
believe that Golden had
marks on his head when he
died, that his hands were
tied behind his back when
the body was found May
28 and that he would have
been unable to climb a tree
on a rainy night in a drunk
en stupor.
Autopsy photos, how
ever, showed only a single
bruise around Golden's
neck, and video from the
first police car arriving at
the scene showed Golden's
arms dangling at his sides,
not tied.
The medical examiner
said Golden had a bloodalcohol level more than
four times the legal limit
for driving and traces of
cocaine in his system.
Testimony showed Golden
to be a troubled, unem
ployed father of four who
was behind in his childsupport payments and fre
quently joked about killing
himself. Relatives also
acknowledged the bedsheet
used as a noose came from
Golden's home.
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by Trade Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG There was not a lot of fan
fare marking last week
end’s 22nd anniversary of
the Enoch Davis Center.
Yet, no one doubts the
importance of the facility’s
role in the community.
"This was, and will
always be, a needed facility
for the community,” said
Lynette Buchanan, the

WE BELIEVE
IN PEOPLE

Golden's stepfather has
said he believed suicide
was "possible," but his
mother, Bernice Golden,
has remained resolute that
her son would not take his
own life.
King said many people
in Golden's hometown,
about 85 miles northwest
of Miami, were intimidated
by police and did not come
forward with information
that could have disproved
the suicide ruling.
He said too many peo
ple remain distrustful of
law enforcement officials
and their investigation in
Belle Glade, a town where
about half of the 15,000
residents are black and
many are poor.
'Even if there was a
suicide, there's a sickness
in
the
community.
Something is wrong in a
community to create a cli
mate where a young man
would take his life," King
said. He added that "many
of us do not believe that it
was suicide."
Sate
Rep.
James
"Hank" Harper said the
concerns over Golden's
death point to deeper prob
lems within the communi

"As long as you have
the white community say
ing everything is wonder
ful and there's no racism
and that they don't believe
there's a problem, and you
have the black community
saying there is a problem,
you will not find harmony,"
said Harper, a Democrat
who represents the area.
"The people are crying out
saying, 'Help us. We need
some assistance.'"
The hard feelings in
Belle Glade date back to
1928 when a hurricane
killed thousands and many
blacks were buried in
unmarked, mass graves.
Accusations of racism sur
faced as recently as three
years ago when blacks felt
their votes weren't counted
during the 2000 presiden
tial election. Since then,
black
residents
have
repeatedly come before
city leaders to criticize
police.
Last month, the U.S.
Commission on Civil
Rights asked the U.S.
Department of Justice to
investigate the hanging,
noting
the
pervasive
rumors in the community.

ty.
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Remembering Lowell E. Davis

The plaque outside of Davis Hall
photo by Rassi

by Linda J, Young
The influence of a
visionary man can be ever
lasting and touch the lives
of people years after he is
gone.
Lowell E. Davis was
such a man. He served as
the first and only black
dean of the University of
South
Florida,
St.
Petersburg. A building on

campus bears his name and
an endowment scholarship
fund started by his family,
friends and colleagues has
helped 13 minority stu
dents with their education.
Davis was fifth to serve on
campus in a position
whose title has since
changed from dean to vice
president and now, CEO
for his third successor,

Karen White.
Davis became dean on
August 1, 1986 and many
people on the burgeoning
campus still remember him
and his vision, which they
say is nearing fruition. One
of those closest to him was
his
assistant,
Pearl
Williamson, who is now an
administrative
services
coordinator.
As an administrator,
Davis was a very matterof-fact, no-nonsense per
son, who knew what he
wanted and didn't accept
no
for
an
answer,
Williamson said. A prime
example was the hiring of a
minority.
"Lowell insisted upon
this minority because we
had neck-to-neck candi
dates. Lowell wanted the
minority, the hiring com
mittee chair said no,
Lowell said yes and we
prevailed,"
Williamson
said and added: "One of his
favorite expressions was
'damn it, I'm the dean that's
why."'
The campus originally
consisted of buildings over
. in the marine science area,
said Williamson who was
hired by the first dean 34

years ago. It had grown
only so far as Coquina Hall
and the two buildings now
known as Davis Hall and
Bayboro Hall when Davis
became dean.
The lovely waterfront
area with sidewalks, tables
and benches was only bare
ground where Davis liked
to stand on the sea wall and
think. Williamson ex
plained that she often had
to call Davis inside to
answer the phone and the
bay-front area that stu
dents, faculty, staff and vis
itors now enjoy was initial
ly fixed up to accommo
date the man who liked to
use the water area as a
place to think and plan for
the future. The Campus
Activities Center and many
of the other buildings now
standing were among his
visions for the future,
Williamson said.
She said that Davis'
vision for the USF campus
was "almost exactly what it
is a four year institution,
invitational — everyone is
welcome £& inclusive,
we're almost there."
Bill Heller remembers

Davis
continued on pg. 5

Journalism Conference Highlights the
Need for Newsroom Diversity--------------

Eric Deggans and Adrienne Samuels of the St. Petersburg Times at a reception for
journalists of color sponsored by the Society of Professional Journalists.
photo by Buddy Baker

by Melvin Baker
Challenger Correspondent
TAMPA — Journalists
are pivotal forces in the
public
perception
of
minorities. So it is essential
that the news media diver
sify its workforce as well
as its viewpoints. That was
the message this past week
end to journalists from
around the country at the
national convention of the
Society of Professional
Journalists (SPJ), met at
Tampa Hilton Downtown.
The seminar drew about
650 members of the media
for the three-day event.
Speaking at a reception
for journalists of color
Thursday evening, Sept.
11, St. Petersburg Times
television
critic % Eric
Deggans told the gathering
of black and white journal-

ists that "we are the griots."
Journalists, he said, "can
lock certain people's expe
riences into or out of histo
ry.".
The reception high
lighted the work
Florida
historian Alan Lipke and
his five-part audio docu
mentary series about racial
strife since the Civil War.
Deggans said the oral his
tory shows that blacks and
white have "totally differ
ent realities." Lipke1 s
research into incidents of
white violence against
blacks in Tulsa, Okla. and
Rosewood, Fla.-, served to
preserve the history of inci
dents that had been "erased
from our collective con
sciousness for decades,"
Deggans said.
Lipke told the gather
ing that journalists of the

of

time were "central' to the
suppression of AfricanAmericans in incidents in
Ocoee and Rosewood by
spreading partisan reports
that fed the violence. He
hoped that journalists of
today would see that the
lessons of that time "were
not only remembered but
used."
Sally Lehrman, SPJ
diversity chair, urged the
journalists to "think about
the breadth of perspective

that we put into our work"
and to "think about our role
in bringing different per
spectives into journalism."
Deggans, president of
the local chapter of the
National Association of
Black Journalists, said later
that there had been a "defi
nite dip" in the number of
minorities choosing jour
nalism as a career. He cited
two reasons for the decline.
Other careers pay better,
Deggans said, ln addition,
he said, the mainstream
media is focused on main
stream, not minority con
cerns, "and in some news
organizations it's a constant
struggle to have your per
spective heard."
"I think mainstream
media's better than it used
to be, but even ifow there
are constantly little ways
that stories ignore people
of color, marginalize them,
disregard them, overlook
them," he continued.
In a separate seminar
on
Friday,
Ernest
Sotomayor, an editor of
Newsday.com and presi
dent of UNITY, said that

Journalists
continued on pg. 5

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Opinions...................................................

Tampa Bay Area.......................................................3-5
Health................................................................................... 6
State.................................................................................... ...7

Sports.................................................................................... 8

North Central................................................................. 9
Religion........ ................................

10-12

National............................................................................ 13

Obituaries/International......................

There’s A Reason To Read TZre WigeLZv ChsJleilSSL r

2

14

Classifieds....................................................................... 15

Entertainment............................................................... 16

OPINIONS
The Weekly Challenger
Cleveland Johnson, Publisher
(1967 - 2001)

A Living Memorial to Cleveland Johnson

l“Black People Must Sell As Well As Buy, Else Remain A Beggar nace

Ethel L Johnson................................. Owner/Publisher

Ylonda Powell...................................... Office Manager

The Weekly Challenger Office:
2500 M.L. King Jr. (9th) Street South

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 896-2922
Fax (727) 823-2568
email: tchallen@tampabay.rr.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

THE BLACK PRESS beIieves that America can best
Iead the worId from racial antagonism when if accords
to every man, regardIess of race, creed or coIor, his
human and IegaI rights. Hating no man, fearing no
man... the BIack Press strives to heIp every man in the
firm beIief that all men are hurt as Iong as anyone is
held back.

MEMBER

Southeast Black
Publishers
Association
inc.
SPABCC

In pursuit of the Amer
ican dream, The Weekly
Challenger newspaper was
founded over 37 years ago
with a desire to reach the
African-American com
munity, covering news rel
evant to that sector. In
1967, Mr. Cleveland John
son took on the role of The
Challenger’s
Publisher,
working to make his dream
a reality - and he did it.
Maintaining
that
"Dreams Do Come True,"
Mr. Johnson recognized a
void, knowing the necessi
ty for a new direction.
Short on cash but long on
determination and hard
work, the foundation was
laid for one of the most

Published weekIy on Thursdays by
The Weekly ChalIenger
2500 M.L. King St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Mail
$30 for 1 year

Hector V. Barreto

SINGLE COPY
25 cents

ATTENTION POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to
The Weekly Challenger
2500 M.L. King St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

NO PAPER?
If you have not received your paper during deIivery,
phone (727) 896-2922

DEADLINES
AII news items, advertising copy and related art submitted
for pubIication on Thursday must be at the office of
The Weekly Challenger no later than 4 p.m. Monday

COLUMNIST'S DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The Challenger
columnists/advice coIumnists do not necessariIy reflect
the views of The Weekly Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not advocating the following
of any advice or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for considerations of liability.
All submissions become the soIe property of The Weekly
Challenger. The Weekly Challenger reserves the right to
run all or part of any submission at a Iater time. Some
submissions may take precedence due to timeliness or
newsworthiness.

Volume 36 * Number 3
Published Thursday, September 18, 2003
16 pages • 1 section
©Che Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical may be
reproduced without expressed consent.

The Mixed Blessing
of Affirmative Action
by Matthew Craig
New Visions Commentary
Endorsement of affir
mative action policies that
allow schools to continue
using race as a factor in stu
dents admissions can, at
best, be seen as a mixed
blessing for the black com
munity. But while the U.S.
Supreme Court acknowl
edges that black should be
guaranteed the opportunity
to attend our nation’s best
universities, their decision
also carries the assumption
that blacks can’t get any
where without preferential
treatment.
Every American uni
versity wants the "cream of
the crop." They set their
own standards, and only
those meeting these criteria
are offered admission. Less
qualified applicants are
encouraged to look else
where. This competitive
environment means that
those who "win" admission
have every right to be
proud. It is an appraisal of

twelve years of successful
learning.
Affirmative action robs
many blacks of this honor.
Black college students who
have worked diligently are
praised, but are also forced
to live with the uncertainty
that their admission had
more to do with the color of
their skin than their aca
demic merits. And those
"helped" by affirmative ac
tion are similarly harmed.
Through no real fault of
their own, they may find
themselves lacking the
same skills as their class
mates and must play catch
up for much of their colle
giate careers.
The crux of the Su
preme Court’s rationale that bending rules to bring
in more of a select minority
group helps maintain cam
pus diversity - actually cre
ates the opposite. It engen
ders a new segregation. As
a student at an Ivy League
university, I see the psy
chological effects of this

prevail, black-owned busi
nesses are the key.
Economic freedom can
be realized, as it was in the
past, as it has grown to be
witnessed now. At the
height of the Civil Rights
Era, blacks owned and
operated businesses such as
restaurants,.
hospitals,
schools, trades services,
markets, and more. That
surge has continued as we
cross over into a new era,
although there is more to be
done.
The National Urban
League has reported that
during the 90s, "AfricanAmerican buying power
increased almost 73 per
cent." In a 1997 U.S. Cen

sus Bureau report, statistics
showed that blacks spent
from .5 - 15% more
money, on average, than all
American consumers for
goods such as food, cloth
ing, utilities and ap
pliances. A study by the
National Tour Association
showed that the black fam
ily earning $30,000 a year
spends as much as a white
family earning $50,000.
With so much spending
power, our community
must capitalize. Economic
freedom must be achieved.
The Challenger has
emerged from that dream,
emerging in the AfricanAmerican community as
the preferred provider for

advertising among vanous
interest groups. With a cir
culation base of about
25,000 around the Bay
Area and Central Florida, it
has become one of the
fastest growing weekly
tabloids in the southeast
region. Loyal employees,
dedication, and devotion to
maintaining high standards
of excellence in journalism
are forces that keep us in
touch with our community.
The Cleveland Johnson
vision is one that still lives
on. His goal: to impact the
lives of those throughout
the African-American com
munity in a positive way; to
dispel the disparaging
images unfairly cast, to cel

ebrate the power of a hard
working
people.
For
"Cleve," as he was known,
The Challenger became a
symbol of triumph in the
face of adversity.
The Weekly Challenger
has survived the good and
bad, starting from the bot
tom, reaching the top.
Based in the tradition of a
strong philosophy, Mr.
Johnson?s dream has been
preserved, arid now serves
as an example of what can
be accomplished by reach
ing for that goal of free
dom. "There is a reason to
read
The
Weekly
Challenger.”'

Small Business Proves that Freedom Works

The Weekly Challenger

Continental United States, Hawaii, '
Puerto Rico and the Virgin IsIands

successful black enterpris
es in the Tampa Bay area.
Mr. Johnson’s motto was,
"Black people must sell as
well as buy, else remain a
beggar race."
"Be in control of your
own destiny"—that was
Mr. Johnson’s philosophy.
In order to reach that level
of freedom, Mr. Johnson
stressed that one must sell,
and even more importantly,
sell what belongs to them,
in order to be successful,
"or else become a beggar
race."
Anything
less
seemed to only serve an
endless cycle of subjuga
tion, not only financially,
but emotionally as well. In
order for our community to

by Hector V. Barreto
Small business: its
label is misleading. There
is nothing small about it,
and we are reminded of that
fact during this, National
Small Business Week.
When the Small Business
Administration announces
the National Small Busi
ness Owner of the Year this
week, we are likely to see,
in their face, the light of
what makes our country so
special.
On its surface, the

group called “small busi
ness”; sounds quaint. And
while it is, in fact, as allAmerican as apple pie,
small business is also the
essence of cutting-edge
technology, new trends and
American
economic
strength. Looking at smallbusiness activity reveals a
great deal about the very
pulse of America. A
glimpse at small business
also reveals the brilliance
and strength of a free coun
try... because small busi
ness is the ultimate in equal
opportunity.
The facts speak for
themselves: the fastestgrowing segment of the
small business community
today is found in minority
groups: African-American,
Hispanic, Asian and Native
American.
Small business is to
day, as it always has been,
the path of opportunity for

new Americans. A look at ownership is the embodi
the small business popula ment of that Dream.
The strength of women
tion reveals that more than
1.4 million of America’s small-businesS owners is
small businesses are owned another example, another
by Hispanics... and the glimpse of something that
number of Hispanic-owned is more than a trend.
While the catch phrase
firms is growing at a rate of
about thirty percent. That’s across the country was
twice the rate of all other "soccer moms," women
were starting and growing
firms.
When the Census Bu businesses at breakneck
reau numbers were re speed - like the Hispanic
leased this summer, show population, at twice the rate
ing Hispanics as the largest of all other businesses.
There are 10.1 million
minority group in the U.S.,
many wondered what the woman business owners in
numbers would mean to this country today. They
this country. But the Hi employ 18.2 million people
spanic population was and generate $2.32 trillion
already answering that in sales. A recent study by
Financial
question through their MassMutual
Group
and
Babson
College
entrepreneurship. Hispan
ics, like so many other also found that womenimmigrant groups that owned businesses are often
came before them, have more productive. The study
come here for freedom, showed that, while the
revenue
of
opportunity, and the Amer average
ican Dream - and business woman-owned firms is

lower than that of' their
male counterparts, it is pro
duced with fewer employ
ees: 26 workers accom
plish, in a female-owned
company, what 50 workers
accomplish at a maleowned company.
The opportunity to own
your own business is much
greater in this country than
in any other. The door is
open wider in the U.S.
That’s why people come
here. It’s why my parents
came here. The fact that my
father was an immigrant
from Mexico did not matter
to the people who enjoyed
the food at his restaurant.
My father succeeded in
this country because of its
openness, its opportunity
and its freedom. The same
is true for millions and mil
lions of other entrepreneurs
- whether they were bom
here or not, and regardless
of their gender, race or eth

nicity.
The achievement of the
American Dream for so
many millions (there are
about 23 million small
businesses in America
today) is proof enough that
freedom works .
But there’s more:
Small businesses employ
more than half of all private
sector workers. They pay
44.5 percent of total U.S.
private payroll. And they
create three out of every
four net new jobs.
This means that the
road to job creation is
paved with small-business
growth. Let’s call it the
new Freedom Trail.
Hector V. Barreto is the
administrator for the U.S.
Small
Business ■ Admin
istration. He is scheduled to
speak
at
the
Women’s
Entrepreneurship Summit at
the Tampa Convention Center
on Tuesday, Sept. 23.

The Virtue of Charity
by Bernice Powell Jackson
A few months ago I
found myself feeling the
need to write about honesty
and how it is all too often
seen as an outdated value
which can be dealt with by
spin doctors and those who
would trivialize its mean
ing. The same might be
said of charity, a word all
too often today only used to
mean aid given to those in
need. But once upon a time
the word charity meant
mercy and compassion.
While our nation’s aid to
the needy may not have
declined, it seems that our
sense of compassion has
withered.
Take, for instance,
what is happening to the
poorest of the poor in the
African-American commu
nity. A study this spring by
the Children’s Defense
Fund found that although
black child poverty figures
had reached their lowest
point in 2001 (before the

spikes in unemployment of
the past 18 months), the
number of black children
living in "extreme pover
ty," that is, in families with
incomes below half the
poverty line -S was near, a
record high. Indeed, nearly
one
million
African
American children were
living in "extreme poverty"
even before the upturn in
unemployment.
In the
wealthiest nation in the
world, what has happened
to the virtue of charity?
Similarly, there is anec
dotal information from
cities nationwide that there
is an across the board
increase of families in
homeless shelters, strug
gling to survive in the
midst of the loss of 3 mil
lion jobs over the past few
years. Some of these home
less families are poor,
working families. They are
dealing with the fact that
there is not one rural or
urban area of our nation

today where full-time min
imum wage workers can
afford to pay the full mar
ket value for housing.
They are a product of our
national decision to de
crease federal funding for
low income housing for the
past generation and private
industry’s failure to build
affordable housing for the
working poor. Yet, there is
no outcry from Americans,
either in Congress or in the
general public. What has
happened to the virtue of
charity?
On another front, the
administration has tried to
quietly make changes in
overtime law for American
workers. Yet, this proposal
by the Labor Department,,
which received no publici
ty and has undergone no
public hearings, may im
pact as many as 10 million
American workers who
would lose their right to
overtime pay for working
more than the mandated 40

hour work week. This
hard-won right for work
ers’ compensation has gov
erned wages for 65 years
because of Congressional
legislation, yet the adminis
tration has tried to end this
protection for workers
without changing the law.
Instead, it proposed to in
crease the categories of
workers exempt from this
law. The result may be
even more poor, working
Americans. This radical
proposal so far has been
diverted by Senator Tom
Harkin’s (D-Iowa) hard
work, but one wonders,
what has happened to the
virtue of charity.
Then there have been
efforts to radically change
Head Start, an astoundingly
successful federally funded
program for the nation’s
poorest children and their
parents. Despite warnings
that proposed changes will
negatively impact poor
children and their families,

there are still efforts in
Congress to "reform" Head
Start. What has happened
to the virtue of charity?
Likewise, millions of
senior citizens struggle to
pay for prescription med
ications. Nearly a third of
all seniors have no pre
scription drug plan and
many find themselves un
able to pay for their medi
cine. Yet Congress is mired
in debate on how to make
affordable drug plans a re
ality for our seniors. Sim
ilarly, there are 9 million
American children with no
health care coverage at all.
Yet, we, in the nation with
the most advanced health
care in the world, seem un
able to provide this most
basic need to our most vul
nerable. What has happen
ed to the virtue of charity?
As we have shredded
the safety net for the poor,
for women, children and
the elderly over the past
decade, as we refuse to

acknowledge that our
health care system is in cri
sis and in danger of immi
nent collapse, as we have
focused on testing for our
students instead of learn
ing, as we leave more and
more workers and poor
families to fend for them
selves, and require those
who receive public assis
tance to work longer hours
with no child care, we seem
to have lost our sense of
compassion.
A nation
without charity is a nation
that is losing in the struggle
for its soul.

policy on a daily basis.
Many students who do not
benefit from racial prefer
ences regard their minority
colleagues as less compe
tent. Numerically, diversity
may be attained, but at the
expense of the prestige
blacks have worked life
times to achieve. Addi
tionally, it discourages in
terracial communication.
What if the Court had
ruled affirmative action
unconstitutional? There
would be an initial de

crease in black enrollment
and prestigious schools.
This happened after racial
preferences were abandon
ed at the top schools in the
University of California
and University of Texas
systems. Ultimately, how
ever, black enrollment at
other schools in the states’
college systems increased.
These students became the
"cream of the crop" at those
institutions.
Another drawback is
that affirmative action al

lows the larger problems
regarding edubation to be
ignored, decreasing minori
ty opportunity. Prior to col
lege, blacks are dispropor
tionately represented in
under-performing public
schools. The disgraceful
state of such schools is hid
den when their students
gain admission to top uni
versities for reasons other
than educational merit. Re
form of our public schools
from the bottom on up
would help produce more

minority students who are
able to complete for covet
ed admission at elite uni
versities without the need
of a crutch like affirmative
action.
As it is now, affirma
tive action can perpetuate
bad study habits. Even mi
nority students motivated
only by the intent of attend
ing a prestigious university
will not feel threatened to
put in the extra effort re
quired of many of their
future classmates.

In his dissent on affir
mative action, Clarence
Thomas - the Supreme
Court’s only serving black
justice - quoted Frederick
Douglass: "And if the Ne
gro cannot stand on his
own two legs, let him fall
also. All I ask is, give him a
chance to stand on his own
legs! Let him alone!...
[Y]our interference is
doing him positive injury."
Douglass
believed
blacks could only succeed
when free. Affirmative

action, Thomas implies,
not freedom. Freedom
succeeding on the merits
one’s accomplishments ai
not on one’s skin color.
Until racial preferenc
are abolished, the equali
and freedom for whi<
blacks have fought d
cades for, will continue
evade us.

Bernice Powell Jackson
is the executive minister of the
Justice and Witness Ministries
of the United Church of Christ
and serves as one of the five
officers of the denomination.
She has been an activist on
behalf of civil rights, women's
rights and human rights
issues around the world for
more than a quarter of a cen
tury.

Matthew Craig is
research associate of t
African-American leaders!
network Project 21. Co.
ments may be sent
Mcraig@nationalcenter.ore
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
NCNW Holds Annual
Membership Meeting-----------------ST. PETERSBURGThe National Council of
Negro Women (NCNW)
kicks off its Annual Mem
bership meeting on Satur
day, Sept. 20 at the Fannye
A. Ponder Council House
(1835 Ninth Ave. S.). The
meeting, which starts at 10
a.m., will feature keynote
speaker Dorothy Whitlock,

cation, supports groups,
and youth development.
Interested applicants
should attend the Annual
Membership meeting or
contact Joanne Rainey,
Vice President of Member
ship, by calling the NCNW
Office at (727) 896-6556.

Director of Community
Involvement for the Ju
venile Welfare Board.
NCNW is a non-profit
volunteer organization in
which 80% of its members
are African-American wo
men. Goals are aimed at
the empowerment of black
women through personal
counseling, parenting edu-

RegistraTion Deadline for ACT
Test: SepT. 19
———--------College-bound high
school students who want
to take the ACT Assess
ment on the Oct. 25
National test date should
register by the postmark
date of Friday, Sept. 19.
The late registration date is
Oct. 3. (an additional fee is
required for late registra
tion). Students can get reg
istration materials from
their school counselor or
register
online
at
www.act.org.
Virtually all colleges

tion.
The ACT is an
achievement test that
includes
four
parts:
English, reading, mathe
matics
and
science.
Students are urged to take
sample tests before the test
date to become familiar
with the format. Free sam
ple tests are available form
high school counselors and
sample questions are locat
ed on ACT’s website:
www.act.org.

in the nation, including all
Ivy League schools, accept
ACT scores. The test is
given in all 50 states. The
test fee is $29. A student’s
ACT scores are considered
by colleges for admissions
and course placement,
along with several other
important factors including
high school grade point
averages, college prep
courses taken in high
school, extracurricular ac
tivities, personal back
ground and other informa-

Police Chief To Speak at
Historic UpTown Meeting,
Sept. 24---------------------------------ST. PETERSBURG With crime prevention its
top priority, the Historic
Uptown
Neighborhood
Association has invited St.
Petersburg Chief of Police
Chuck Harmon to speak at
its monthly meeting at 7
p .ml Wednesday, Sept. 24
at the Sunshine Center
main auditorium, 330 Fifth
St.N.
Harmon will speak
about crime ■ prevention
and address the concerns
of Uptown residents.
After the recent arrests
at the Banyan Tree Motel
and continuing Nuisance
Abatement
measures,
Historic Uptown is hoping
to continue that positive
momentum of eliminating
crime in its neighborhood.
By placing a heavy empha-

St. Petersburg Police Chief Chuck Harmon
sis on crime prevention
and encouraging residents
to participate in the grow
ing Crime Watch program,
the residents are finding
positive changes around

Bon Voyage Party and Book
Signing at Saffron’s---------------ST. PETERSBURG Find A Black Owned
Business.com
(FABOB.com) will kick
off its Business and
Community Networking
Cruise with a free Bon
Voyage Party at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 24 at
Saffron’s Caribbean Res
taurant, 1700 Park St. N.
The Bon Voyage party
will feature special guests
including Harold Leffall
Jr., an African-American,

Anyone interested in
participating in the run can
register at the Urban

business owners
and
friends in the community.
FABOB.com will also
present
the
2003
FAB0B.com Small Black
Business Grant Award to
Reggie Allen, owner of
Anointed Photography in
St. Petersburg.
The public is invited
and admission is free. For
additional details, call 727898-FIND
or
visit
www.FAB0B .com.

STudents Encouraged to
Explore the Sciences Through
Engineering Program------------ —
PINELLAS COUNTY
- Youth Engineering
Society-SECME program
begins this year with an
Open House on Saturday,
Sept. 20 and again on
Saturday, September 27
from 9 a.m. to noon at each
of their two centers. The
locations are Lakewood
High School, 1400 54th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, and

St. Petersburg CollegeClearwater Campus, at
2465 Drew St., Clearwater.
This free, pre-collegiate enrichment program
is designed to encourage
and prepare students in
grades six through twelve
to pursue a career in the
sciences. As national win
ners of the SECME
Student Design competi-

tion, the organization is
committed to providing
our students with every
opportunity to grow in
confidence and ability in
the applied sciences.
For more information,
contact Rose Mack, pro
gram coordinator, at (727)
893-2926.

Verizon Gives $10,000 To Help
Children and Families---------------TAMPA - A small re
ception was held, Thurs
day, Sept. 4, to receive a
$10,000 donation from
Verizon for The Children's
Home Family Resource
and Support Center. Veri
zon’s Irene Guy, Director
of External Affairs, was on
hand to present the much
needed funds. Represen
tative Sandra L. Murman;
Jane Murphey, Executive
Director of Healthy Start
Coalition; and Buddy
Davis, Director of Family
Support and Resource
Center Development, The

their homes and in their
streets.
For more information,
contact Kristy Light at
(727) 894-0340 or visit
www.HistoricUptown .com

Children’s Board, also par
ticipated in the event.
The Children’s Home
Family Resource and
Support Center provides a
variety of preventive care
services to at-risk children
and families. Parents can
learn to speak English,
earn a GED, and take com
puter basics courses. The
Center also provides on
site child care as parents
attend classes. These pro
grams are designed to help
struggling, commonly sin
gle parents, gain the skills
and confidence they need
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Urban League’s Crime Prevention
Run and Festival, Sept. 27-----------ST. PETERSBURG The Pinellas County Urban
League’s Black-on-Black
Crime Prevention Program
will host its 19th Annual
Crime Prevention and
Festival in the Park at 10
a.m. on Sat., Sept. 27 at
601 14th St. S., just south
of Tropicana Field.
Registration for the
3.5-mile run starts at 9 a.m.
from Campbell Park and
finishes there. The route
will be secured by volun
teer law enforcement offi
cers and will pass through
neighborhoods surround
ing the park.
The first 1,000 partici
pants to register will
receive a free commemora
tive T-shirt with the event’s
theme: Run Crime out of
the Black Community."
Trophies will be awarded
to the first-, second-, and
third-place race finishers in
four different categories. A
festival in Campbell Park
will begin immediately fol
lowing the run and will
include free refreshments
and entertainment. This is
a family event for all ages.

self-made millionaire who
will sign copies of his suc
cessful book: "Brother
CEO," and gospel record
ing artists Derrick Isham
and
The
Priesthood.
WRXB radio station will
broadcast live.
Guests will enjoy free
authentic Caribbean food
in a delightful atmosphere
with music and dancing as
the celebration to Coz
umel, Mexico begins.
Come mix and mingle with

League headquarters at Lendel Bright at (727)
333 31st St. N. For addi- 327-2081 ext. 258.
tional information, contact ,

You are invited to

college DAY 2003
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to adequately provide for
their family.
"This donation from
Verizon will help us con
tinue to provide the pro
grams and services that
keep hundreds of families
together by giving them
the support they need to
survive," said Gerard H.
Veneman, Executive Di
rector, The Children's
Home.
For more information
about the
Children’s
Home, contact Charise
Bell at (813) 864-1536.

CP’iz.s.z.nhi.. . .

• Clearwater Attorneys Reading for Literacy,
. 2:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 19, Clearwater North
'Greenwood Branch Library, 1250 Palmetto St.
Tutoring and stories for youth presented by
the Clearwater Bar Association.
• Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure at 7 a.m.
at Straub Park, Second Avenue N.E. and
Bayshore Drive. 7:30 to 10 a.m. Saturday,
Sept. 20. Entry fee: $25 for adults and $5 for
children 12 and under. To register, call (727)
734-783 or 800-I'M-AWARE.

• SAT Practice Test, 1 p.m. Tarpon Springs
Public Library, 138 E Lemon St.
Registration required.

Pinellas Park
Speak to representatives from more than

80 colleges and universities.
Learn about

For more information call:
(727) 341-4SPC
sponsored by

St. Petersburg College
Excellence in education since 192?
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FAMILY
RESOURCES
Where Family Comes First

The Weekly Challenger has invited Family Resources
to produce a monthly guest column that addresses sensi
tive family issues. We are a non-profit organization that
has served troubled children, youth and their families in
Pinellas County since 1970. Our professional staff is
highly qualified in understanding children and teens, and
has the knowledge, resources and real concern to make a
difference.

Reaching Out
How do you feel about seeking help?
"Children in a family
are like flowers in a bou
quet there’s always one
determined to face in an
opposite direction from the
way the arranger desires.".
1
Marcelene Cox
Too often, parents of
teenagers feel that some
thing has taken over their
previously
compliant
child. They find it difficult
to talk on a positive level,
and that every conversa
tion becomes an argument.
Parents may feel helpless
and at a loss as to how they
can regain that once posi
tive relationship. They
may wait until their situa
tion becomes painful be
fore seeking help.
For a number of years,
the primary focus of coun
seling was on youth - find
ing ways to empower, in
form, educate and support
youth. Recent research re
sults indicate that an ado
lescent’s brain (unless ex
ceptionally mature) is in
capable of managing feel
ings, thoughts and/or
actions at the same time.
Counseling is now increas
ing the focus on family
members to help them
cope with the adolescent’s
roller coaster ride of emo
tions and actions, and to
help empower, inform,

educate and support the
rest of the family.
Every parent needs
some kind of support sys
tem, whether a friend,
neighbor, group, faithbased community or a
combination of these.
Many agencies offer sup
port and parenting groups
for parents, which provide
useful skills in confronting
the unique situations that
come from raising teens.
These groups are designed
to help parents whose "but
tons" have all been pushed
to learn new ways to suc
cessfully impact the lives
of their children.
To learn more about
parenting support groups,
call 384-TEEN or call 2-11.
Reader questions are
welcomed. To

maintain

privacy, questions selected
will be printed without
names. Please- send to
Family Resources, "Fami
ly First", P.O. Box 13087,
St. Petersburg, FL 33733,
or email customerserv i c e @ fa mi 1 y - re
sources.org with "Family
First" in the subject line.
For more information,
please visit our website at
www.FamilyResources.org.

feNrifl COMMUNITY Annual Taste of
PublfoL BILLBOARD
Clearwater, SepT. 23
Upcoming Events I
CLEARWATER - The Bowl footballs by head

• Annual Florida Coastal Clean Up at the Spa
Beach and The Pier Aquarium Education
Station, 615 Second Ave. NE. from 8:30 to
10:30 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 20. To sign up, call
(727) 822-9520.

Pinellas Expo Center
10601 U.S. Highway 19 N

FAMILY
FIRST

• Mahogany Book Club, 2 p.m., Saturday,
Sept. 20, Azalea Branch, 7801 22nd Ave. N.
Read and discuss the works of AfricanAmerican writers.

14th Annual Taste of
Clearwater be held from 58 p.m. Tuesday evening at
the Harborview Center,
300 Cleveland St. This
year’s event will feature
more than 50 area restau
rants including Atlanta
Bread Company, Carrabba’s Italian Grill, Popeye’s and more.
Including restaurant
samples, there will be live
entertainment and a huge
raffle area with prizes
including Tampa Bay
Buccaneers tickets and
autographed official Super

coach Jon Gruden.
Tickets are $18 prior
to the event and $20 at the
door. The ticket is a one
time fee and allows atten
dees to sample all partici
pating restaurants. Tickets
will be sold at the Clear
water Regional Chamber
of Commerce, 1130 Cleve
land St.; the Welcome
Center on Highway 60 and
Pier 60; Ruth Eckerd Hall;
and
Ward’s
Seafood
Market & Catering. For
ticket information, please
call (727) 461-0011.

Read the Challenger on the Web:
www.theweeklychalleIiger.com

There Is A Reason To Read

The Weekly Challenger!

• Music Fest on the Water at The Pier court
yard, 800 Second Ave. N.E. Live music from
1-4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 21. For more details,
call (727) 821-6443. Admission: Free.

Piano • Drums • Guitar
• Disney on Ice: Mickey & Minnie’s Magical
Journey, 3 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 21,Times Arena
at Bayfront Center, 400 First St. S. Features
4ive performances. Tickets: $12-$28. For more
information, call (727) 898-2100.

(All band instruments)
•FAMU Marching 100
VP
• Army Band
• Bay Point Middle Band Bp

Call:

866-1034
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THIS &
THAT
(823-6092)
by Mabel Cooper

Mabel Cooper celebrating her birthday with her
family and friends
WISH YOU WERE
THERE
It was a memorable
vacation. The thrill has
come, the thrill has gone.
The much needed vacation
is over, and the routine’s
home and work - or is it...
Oh yes, airplane pho
bia went away. It’s impor
tant to appreciate what you
have already
accom
plished, and I certainly do
and did on my two week
vacation getaway.
Today, as I pen this,
according to my Virgo
astrology, it’s quite all
right to put myself first
now. This is Virgo’s time
to replenish, restore and
re-energize myself.,.so,
here goes!
From Aug. 21, when
my jet airplane landed in
Philly, I was whirled away
by auto with my hostess
and confidante, Pauline
Taylor Johnson, for the
beginning of a whirlwind
vacation I shall remember
as long as I am “playing
with a full deck,” so to
speak.
My hostess, whose
lovely home I bedded
down in while there,
Crissy Lassiter, another
good friend of mine, and
their friends rolled out the
proverbial red carpet for
yours truly For the next 14
days, it was go, go, go to
breakfast, lunch and dinner
to the country buffet, din
ers, .restaurants, etc.
Others making my va
cation enjoyable were:
Daisy Whaley, Sharon
Owen, Virginia Springs,
Lee Thomas, Janie B: My
ers and, last but not least,
my friend since 1942,
Roosevelt Butler, a retired
heavyweight boxer, pro
fessional
name
“Van
Butler” of Trenton, NJ.
As usual, this writer’s
birthdate is- cause for great
happiness by family and
close friends, and my Aug.
24 b’date celebration was
no exception. My hostess
and friends put together a
dinner that will be hard to
follow, complete with ice
cream and a homemade
pound b’date mouth water
ing cake with eight(?) can
dles. You, b’date cakes get
brighter every year cour
tesy of the many candles.
The guests, especially the
kids attending, could bare
ly contain their glee as I
gathered force to blow
them out. It was a nice cel
ebration - great food and
cold drinks shared with
loving family members of
Pauline and close friends.

Attending were Paul
ine’s son, Clarence Taylor,
his wife, Bridget, and four
children all of Bear, Del.
Also, Janie B. Myers and
Crissy Lassiter. I received
b’date cards, some weight
ed with cash. My glad
thanks to Pauline and all
who joined in celebrating
On Tuesday, Aug. 27,
Pauline, Crissy and I
boarded a casino bus
loaded with other hopefuls
going to the Atlantic City
casino scene with big
bucks winning in mind.
Places like the dog track,
jai alai and the casino and
lottery hold no attraction
for me, really. Betting
when the odds are stacked
against me is just not on
my hit parade of fun things
to do. Being on vacation, I
just wanted to have fun
there again. I had $5 more
than I planned to keep, so
when I got that back plus a
few more, I called it quits.
It was just good being
there to see and enjoy the
boardwalk, casinos and
watching the other hope
fuls play and lose big
bucks.
A POST-BIRTHDATE
CELEBRATION
Despite Labor Day’s
downpour, a b’date cele
bration was given by one
of Pauline’s close friends,
Janie B., at her home on
Sept. 2. “B,” who enter
tained against the back
drop of her elegantly
appointed Philly home
which is filled with rare
and exquisite antique and
modern treasures, some
professionally handmade,
is a perfect hostess.
Just a few of her cho
sen people attended. One
felt better just for having
been there. The dinner was
a flamboyant feast of flare
and folksy felicitation. A
big bite and a lot of eat
ing... guests seemed to be
unanimous in the praise.
An
after
dinner
straight whist games was
great fun and ended the
celebration. My thanks
also to B. Until we meet
again, take care and may
God continue to bless each
of you, my new friends. I
love you all. My friends,
Pauline and Crissy, already
have it.
I hope my readers
weren’t too bored with my
trip,okay?
UNTIL MY NEXT
WRITE AROUND,
STAY LOOSE!

Please Support Our Paper by
Patronizing Our Sponsors

News
Briefs
• Postponed. Frenzy:
An All-Male Fashion Re
view sponsored by Ope
ration HOPE of Pinellas
Inc. has been postponed
until Spring 2004. The
fundraiser was scheduled
for today at the Mahaffey
Theater, but due to cir
cumstances beyond its
control, Operation HOPE
will select a new time and
date for the event. For
more details, call Lorenzo
Robertson at (727) 8222437, ext. 24.
• Grandparents Sur
vey. Kent State University
is conducting a nation
wide telephone survey of
African-American grand
parents who provide care
for their grandchildren as
a couple. Each eligible
grandparent who com
pletes the entire telephone'
survey will receive $60.
Interested couples should
contact Dr. Steve Kohn or
Heather Trepai at (888)
251-1003 or by email: fa
mily@kent.edu. The find
ings may lead to better
services for these grand
parents and their families.
Funding for the program
is provided by the Na
tional Institutes of Health.
• Parent Aide Vol
unteers. Parent Aide Vol
unteers are needed to pro
vide friendship and emo
tional support to parents
facing the unique chal
lenging of raising children
in today’s society. Volun
teers provide information
on discipline techniques,
stress reduction, nutrition,
budgeting and how to ac
cess
community
re
sources. To volunteer, call
John Sanguinett of the
Parent Aide Program with
Help A Child, Inc. at (727)
544-3900, ext. 168.
• Police Academy.
The Clearwater Police De
partment is currently host
ing a Citizen Police Aca
demy that runs through
December 3. The classes
are from 6-9 p.m. every
Wednesday at the police
department, 645 Pierce St.
The sessions will consist
of the following topics:
investigations,
patrol
functions, K-9 and SWAT
demonstrations, simulated
fire arms training, traffic
information and much
more. T-shirts, baseball
caps and manuals are giv
en, to participants. For re
servations, call Offier C.
Schmidt at (727) 5624167.
• Sanderlin Center
News. The James B. San
derlin Center, located at
2335 22nd Ave. S., hosts
several programs that are
free and open to the pub
lic. Currently on the sche
dule: For students grades ,
k-12, the center hosts tuto
rial programs from 4-7
p.m. The Imani African
Ballet dance classes, for
ages 4 to 9, are held every
Wednesday, from 5:307:30 p.m. Free computer
classes for adults are held
each Saturday, Introduc
tion to Computers, from
10 a.m. - 12noon, and
Microsoft Word and Excel
from 12noon - 2 p.m. A
free computer is given at
completion of Introduc
tion to Computers class.
For volunteer opportuni
ties at the Sanderlin,
please call Ms. Simpson at
(727) 321-9444.

Free Ice Cream
Cones to MelT Away
with the Summer—

RECOLLECTIONS

Dairy Queen celebrates last day of summer
with free cone giveaway
Monday will be a big
day for ice cream cone
lovers. Not only is it the
last day of summer, but it’s
also the 100th anniversary
of the ice cream cone , and
participating Dairy Queen
and DQ Grill & Chill loca
tions nationwide will cele
brate with a free, 5 oz.
vanilla cone giveaway
(one per customer).
At the same time,
Dairy Queen will collect
donations for Children’s
Miracle Network, a non
profit organization dedi
cated to helping children
by raising funds . and
awareness for 170 chil
dren’s hospitals throughout

North America.
The 100th anniversary
of the ice cream cone is not
Without controversy. Some
say it was invented when
the application for the
patent was submitted on
Sept. 22, 1903, but others
contend the cone was first
introduced at the 1904 St.
Louis World’s Fair. As a
result, Dairy Queen will
celebrate the 100th an
niversary of the ice cream
cone with a year-long cele
bration running until
September 2004. To learn
more about the origin of
the cone, visit www.
dairyqueen.com.

Senior Safety Phone
Project Expands -—ST. PETERSBURG The Area Agency on Aging
of Pasco-Pinellas, Inc. and
its Senior Victim Advocate
Program has a new part
nership with the St.
Petersburg
Community
Resource Centers to ex
pand the number of avail
able sites where residents
can donate their old cell
phones.
These phones are col
lected to distribute at 9-1-1
emergency or "safety
phones" to seniors who are
at-risk. The cell phones are
free to seniors and can
only be used to access 9-1-

1 in case of an emergency.
The community re
source centers are located
at Bartlett Park, 642 22nd
Ave. S; Maximo, 4813
34th St. S.; Sanderlin,
2335 22nd Ave. S.;
Skyway, 1064 62nd Ave.
S.; Sunrise, 6393 Ninth St.
N.; and Tyrone, 937 Ty
rone Blvd.N.
An unused cell phone
can be a lifesaver for a sen
ior citizen. For more infor
mation about the program,
call Gay Wiechec at the
Senior
Safety
Phone
Project at (727) 570-9696,
ext. 279.

by Frances Pinckney
“AWAKE” is
Interesting Reading
I read several interest sticks have been shown to
ing and very well written have antibacterial and anti
articles in the Sept. 8 issue fungal properties.” The
of AWAKE Journal. Con writer states that this natu
sider the piece written by a ral dental device can pre
writer in Zambia: A Stick vent cavities, and some
that Cleans Teeth.
companies make tooth
The stick is called a paste that contains fibers
“chewing stick.” The arti and resins extracted from
cle states that chewing plants and trees.
sticks were used by Baby
This practice of chew
lonians and later by Greeks ing sticks no doubt made
and Romans. The chewing its way to America on the
stick, which functions as a slave ships. It made its way
toothbrush, is still popular to rural north Florida and
in parts of Africa, Asia and has lingered in my little
the Middle East.
home town over the years.
In West Africa, chew
My grandpa chewed
ing sticks are made from on twigs from the peach
small twigs of the lime and trees and fragrant sassafras
orange trees. In East Afri trees that grew abundantly
ca, twigs of many species on his farm. He used a tra
of trees and shrubs are ditional toothbrush but
used to make chewing chewed on twigs after
sticks.
meals.
The article explains
I don’t think that any
how the teeth are cleaned of us had a clue that twig
when the stick is chewed. chewing practiced by
The fibers at the end of the many of the men and
piece of twig becomes women was a part of our
loose and forms a rough African culture. I am sure
brush after being chewed. that if the benefits to dental
Chewing on the fibrous health derived from chew
brush dislodges particles ing twigs had been known,
between the teeth and no doubt the black com
stimulates blood circula munity would have been
tion in the gums.
more diligent in promoting
“Extracts of some this practice, especially

CES Productions, Inc. Presents.....

Evening of Gospel Legends!**
Featuring:
The Williams Brothers

The Canton Spirituals

1999 inductees of the

2003 inducteesof the

“Gospel Music Hall of Fame”

“Mississippi Music Hall of Fame”

Also appearing will be:
The Mighty Sons of Zion

Reverend Fleming Tarver and The Florida Spiritualaires

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 • 8 P.M.

Mahaffey Theater for the Performing Arts
Ticket Prices - $42.50, $38.50, $25.50
Bayfront Center Box Office
400 First Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33701

(727) 892-5767
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among young children
who often had cavities.
Dental care was not afford
able in our little rural com
munity except in cases of
severe tooth infection and
toothache, and the tooth
had to be extracted.
Another article about
orchids got my attention. I
don’t know very much
about orchids except that
they make beautiful cor
sages. “Orchids have a col
umn that uniquely fuses
the male and female repro
ductive organs” - a bit of
sex education of orchids
by the AWAKE writer in
Costa Rica. There are as
many as 20,000 species of
orchids throughout the
world, according to the ar
ticle.
I thought all orchids
smell good, but the article
informs me that many do
smell good, but some
smell like decaying meat a look good, smell bad sit
uation. The tiger orchid
can grow to more than 20
ft. tall and weight up to
two tons! The world’s
smallest orchid measures
just one millimeter across.
An in-depth article on
fashion includes a brief
history. It states that kings
and nobles set the standard
for dress for centuries. The
lure of fads and the quest
for a perfect figure were
included under the topic,
“The Dark Side of Gla
mour.”
The article states that a
survey quoted in “News
week” “found that 90 per
cent of white teenagers
were dissatisfied with their
bodies and will do any
thing to attain the ideal fig
ure. . .which leads to eating
disorders.” i
For the most part,
black women don’t buy
into the so-called ideal fig
ure image. However, too
many of our young black
women have been lured
into some of the most
shocking and outrageous
fashion fads. They are on
the dark side of glamour
with hair, clothes and
shoes.
But the bright side of
glamour can be found in
any black church on
Sunday. Black women 40
and upward strut their stuff
in elegant style. Full and
average figured women
show classic attire for all
sizes. They are the embod
iment of glamour.
And, oh, the hats wide brimmed, turbans
and fedoras, all coordinat
ed in harmonious color
with the overall outfit.
The question was
posed, “Is beauty defined
by what we wear or what
we are?” It was answered
by a quote by the Apostle
Peter, “Your beauty should
consist of your true inner
self, the ageless beauty ofa
gentle and quiet spirit
which is the greatest value
in God’s sight.” (I Peter
3:4)

Statement by AWAKE:
“This journal is published
for the enlightenment of
the entire family. It reports
news, tells about people in
many lands...”
This .writer was in
formed and enlightened by
the interesting stories in
this issue of the journal
AWAKE.

Mention WRXB and receive a $10 discount on your ticket price!
* VIP Priced tickets are riot included in this offer. This offer excludes any and all previously
purchased tickets in the discounted price range. Offer is good only up until Noon on Saturday, September 20.
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

RAMBLING
"Yesterday has gone, forget

‘American Baby’ will holding a casting call for the Tampa Bay’s cutest tykes

Tomorrow may not come, So

don't wait on it."

896-2152
by Charles Howard

Tarra Woodard, daugh
ter of the late Phyllis
Woodard, received her
Master’s Degree in human
services from Springfield
College on August 17.

Flounary, and her sister,
Emma Swain accompanied
here. They are the sisters
of Eva Davis. Children of
Eva, Chris (wife Untilla),
Kelvin
(wife
Rosa),
Wilbur, Stiffi, Cynthia and
husband Grady of McCalls
Restaurant. Chris, who is
the father of five, is raising
three others and has raised
four others, is the grandfa
ther of two. There for
Phyllis were mother,
Willie Mae Williams, and
her family. For Eva there
were four generations.
Foods were prepared
by Steve Cooper, Blanche
Jennings, Felecia Wash
ington and Loretta, who
are employees of the Va.
food service dept. All are
ex-co-workers of Eva
Davis. Those who could
not be there or bring cov
ered dishes contributed
quiet money. Helpers were
“Bruce” and Gloria John
son. The supervisor, Dan
Lanzilotta, and secretary
of the food service,
Conchika Chupko, gra
ciously spent the after
noon.
Foods consisted of
bar-b-qued ribs, chicken,
com on the cob, fresh peas,
baked beans, garlic bread,
tossed salads, a variety of
pasta salads, tuna salad,
deviled eggs, an abun

Chatting with her proud

dance of sodas and bottled

grandmother, Willie Mae
Williams, and aunt, Patri
cia Needam, was how I
found out about Tarra’s
continued honors in educa
tion. You have our best
wishes.

natural water. There was
food galore, with everyone
having a great time.
Eva Davis and Phyllis
Woodard - peace be still.
This is to be an annual
event.

IN REMEMBRANCE
Was what it was all
about this past Saturday
when family members,
great friends and ex-co
workers came together
and carrying out past wish
es of Eva Davis who had
planned
this
festive
adorable reunion to be held
at Lake Maggiore Park.
When my cousin,
Blanche Jennings, called
me several times for the
last couple of weeks, I
knew it was time to get on
“trigger.” She had prom
ised Eva that she would
make sure her wishes were
carried out. They were. On
Sept. 13, an all-day affair.
Family members sported tshirts with mother, sister,
aunt, grandmother and
great grandmother’s pic
ture on them. Theme on
shirts - “Together at Last” and sunrise July 12, 1940,
sunset May 19, 2003.
Phyllis Woodard was also
honoree. Her sunrise was
Sept. 3, 1954, sunset
March 19, 2003. Though
they had journeyed to
another home, they were
still well remembered at
home here on earth.
Blessing of the repast
was done by Sarah

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Today, Sept. 18 Robert Meade, Jr., Alma
Holland
and Charles
Franklin; Sept. 19 through
24 - Roberta McQueen,
Robert M. Baliou, Rebecca
Turner, Tiara “Lil Ice”
Allen, Celeste Newkirk,
Janel Graham, Hubert C.
Johnson, Alexis Mack,
James Earl Milton II,
Wallace “Wa Wa” Hines,
Thomas (Chase) Manuel,
Juanita Brown, Carl Moss,
Teena Boykins, Brandon J.
Smith and Terasena Rice.

And now, it’s that time of
the week again when we

share newsy tidbits with
you again.

Savis from front
)avis as a man "whose
houlders I stood on."
Heller explained that
he vision and plans that
Davis had for the campus
vas basically what he coninued to execute when he
lecame Dean. He likes to
hink that the campus has

King from front

Do You Have America’s MosT
Beautiful Baby?

it. Today is here, use it.

MORE UNIQUE WAYS
TO MAKE MONEY
CHRISTMAS
WREATHS!
Making and selling
Christmas wreaths is a
popular business for a
number of people. One la
dy, who has been tremen
dously successful, gets
high prices for her wreaths
constructed of natural
cones and seed pods, many
of them exotic foreign
plants from Australia, In
dia and' Africa. The
wreaths are constructed on
sturdy wire frames and are
given several coats of
spray varnish for protec
tion. If you decide you
want to sell wreaths, you
must also be certain that
yours are sturdy enough to
withstand mailing and last
for severalyears. Make up
a few samples and show
them to different mer
chants in your hometown.
Gift shops and florists are
probably the best places to'
try first.
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HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
Sept. 9,1982, Mr. and
Mrs. Rue L. McGill.
CELEBRATION
DINNER
Rev. Aaron V. and
wife, Kim Gaskin, were
served a . delicious repast,
along with wall to wall
guests at 1:30 p.m. in
honor of Rev. A’s 40 years
of age Sept. 15. His moth
er cooked the food. His
father and mother were
host and hostess with aunts
pitching in here and there.

UNTIL NEXT WEEK,
JUMP TO IT!
evolved into what Davis
originally planned and that
he would be pleased with
the results.
Both Heller and Davis
were known as hands-on
deans and concerned ad
ministrators who walked
the campus greeting stu
dents. Williamson called

TAMPA - National
magazine "American Ba
by" will be in town to un
cover the most beautiful
baby in the Tampa/St. Pet
ersburg area with the Ame
rican Baby Casting Call
program on Friday, Sept.
26 to give one lucky area
baby a chance of stardom.
The casting call is
from 9:30 a.m - 12. p.m. at
Babies "R" US, 3908 W
Hillsborough Ave. .
One lucky winner will
receive the Casting Call
Grand Prize from the
Tampa Bay/St. Petersburg
area contest and his/her
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parents will receive an
expense-paid trip for three
to New York City. While in
New York, the winning
baby will take part in a
special photo shoot for an
upcoming special section
of American Baby maga
zine and the winning baby
will receive $100 OshKosh

B'Gosh wardrobe.
This is the American
Baby Group’s third annual
American Baby Casting
Call national program fea
turing 20 babies that will
be selected from cities
throughout the nation to be
featured in their Summer
2004 issue.
The event is free and
it’s also part of Babies "R"
Us grand re-opening with
lots of roving characters,
free events for kids and
education for moms.
For more details, call
Babies "R" Us at (813)
873-1116.

School Choice Plan Updates
PINELLAS COUNTY
- Is your child starting
kindergarten next year?
Don't miss the school
choice deadline! Pinellas
County Schools reminds
families that time is run
ning short to make school
choices by the Nov. 1
deadline. Parents of chil
dren starting kindergarten
in a public school in 200405 must register their chil
dren and complete a choice

application. Children must
be age 5 on or before Sept.
1, 2004 to start kinder
garten next year.
Questions? Visit the
choice website (www.pi
nellaschoice.org) or call
the Family Education and
Information Center nearest
you: St. Petersburg (727)
552-1595,
Clearwater
(727) 298-2858.
School Choice Com
munity Information Meet-

Karen Seel
ST. PETERSBURG County Commission Chair
Karen Seel will address
important redevelopment
issues at the League of
Women Voters Fall Opener
at 2:30 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 20 at the All Chil
dren’s Hospital Confer
ence Center Auditorium,
701 Fourth St. S.
"Build out" - that point
at which all available
space is occupied - is
apparently inevitable for
Pinellas by 2006. Com
munities that do not pre
pare for the situation main-

them "personality twins."
Davis loved children
and treated the USF stu
dents as if they were his
own sons and daughters.
He would always inquire
about how they were doing
in class and ask if they
need to be sitting there, if
there was something they
needed to be doing, He
would ask if they had done
all their homework.
His mother, Lena
Dawes, remembers her son
as being a "very lovely per
son, very nice person to be
with, very affectionate and
very thoughtful." She also
describes her son as "a
scholar, he loved educa
tion."
Both
Dawes
and
Williamson
described
Davis, as being spiritual
and believe that spirituality
helped him to accomplish
the things he did.
Davis was raised in
Port Antonio, Jamaica and
went to Toronto University
intent on studying to be a
minister. He decided to
become a doctor instead
and went to Howard Uni
versity where he changed
his mind again and decided

to become an educator. He
came to USF after 17 years
at Syracuse University.
Davis suffered a stroke
on August 23, 1989 and
died 14 years ago on Sep
tember 30. A year later, on
September 25, 1990, the
building originally called
Bayboro Hall was renamed
Davis Hall and a plaque
with his portrait was placed
on the exterior northwest
comer of the building.
The following year a
scholarship fund in his
name was established as a
way to memorialize him.
The scholarships are for
minority students who are
International,
African
American, Hispanic, Asian
American, Pacific Islander,
American Indian or Alas
kan Native. The money
came from his widow,
Shirley, along with contri
butions
from
family,
friends and colleagues with
ongoing contributions.
The most recent Afri
can-American recipient
was awarded a scholarship
in 2001-2002 and four
African Americans have
received the Lowell E.
Davis scholarships so far.

JournaliSts from front
be implemented "every
where in the newsroom,"
not only in the representa
tion of people of color, but
the diversity of ideas in the
news content.
. Sotomayor expressed
pride in the ethnic diversi
ty of his staff in Long
Island, New York, which
he said was about 26 per
cent people of color. He
felt this ratio was fairly
close to the 31 percent of

about Belle Glade is that
the community is in an up
roar," he said. “The people
really want answers. The
family has been violated.
Mrs. Bernice Golden has
lost her son, and no matter
what it takes, we must find
out what happened."

the population of Long Is
land that were minorities.
Another speaker noted
that such numbers were
not typical of most news
rooms. Christina Azocar,
director of the Center for
Integration and Improve
ment of Journalism at San
Francisco State University,
said that only about 13 per
cent of the reporters in
most media outlets were
people of color, although
minorities represented 30

percent of the U.S. popula
tion. Azocar faulted jour
nalism schools for not
including the subject of
diversity in college cours
es.
She also urged her
teaching colleagues to
"push for diversity" by get
ting involved in high
school journalism pro
grams and joining the five
major journalism associa
tions for minorities.

Rahim-Williams (198184), Archilous "Sam"
Mincey, Jr. (1984-86),
Leontyne "Tyna" Middleton (1986-2000) to Bu
chanan, who has been the
center director since 2000.
One thing has re
mained steady, the center’s
vision of providing pro
grams aimed at meeting
the needs and interest of
south St. Petersburg’s old
er adults, homemakers,

working people and teens.
"We have remained
true to the goal of the
Enoch Davis Center," Bu
chanan said.
"From its inception,
the center was expected to
be a place for people to
come to for services and
cultural events. It was
then, it is now and it will
continue to (be in the
future.”

Enoch from front
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Learn more about
school choice and the
application process by
attending a Community
Information Meeting on
Monday, Sept. 22 at John
Hopkins Middle School,
701 16th St. S, St.
Petersburg. The meeting
will be held in the school
auditorium from 7-8:30
p.m.

Commissioner Seel Addresses
Redeveloping Pinellas, SepT. 20
tarn the status quo for a
short time, then stagnate,
experience economic de
cline, and then deteriorate.
How do communities de
fend themselves against
such a fate? They have a
second chance through
redevelopment. Seel will
address what community
leaders have planned and
how residents can effect
those plans.
County leaders and
representatives from busi
ness and industry, engi
neering and consulting
firms, realty, architecture,
and community organiza
tions met in December
2002 at a Pinellas Re
development Opportuni
ties Summit to begin plan
ning. It was stressed that
community involvement is
critical to the successful
transition from building
out to thoughtful redevel
opment. A second summit

The commission criticized
police for automatically
treating the Golden's death
as a suicide and for failing
to investigate some ru
mors," such as one that
Golden was killed for dat
ing the daughter of a white

police officer.
King, president of the
Southern Christian Leader
ship Conference, the civilrights group co-founded by
his father, made the same
request on Saturday and
pledged to find the truth.
“What we do know

is scheduled for later this
fall.
The meeting is free
and open to the public. Re
freshments will be served.
Parking is behind the
building and accessed
from Eighth Avenue South.

free or minimal cost.
For example, the Re
source Center for Women
is housed at the Davis cen
ter, which is located at
1111 18th Ave. S. It offers
an array of classes for
women who want to start
their own business or im
prove their job skills.
"We provide a safe
meeting place,” said Bu
chanan, noting more than
50 community groups and
13 social service agencies
utilize the Davis center.
"We have everything from
church tea parties to recog
nition programs for young
people.”
Over the years, the
Davis center’s leadership
has changed. Past supervi
sors included Bridgett

| There Is A Reason To Reod The Weekly Challenger! |

Find A Black Owned Business.com
Bon Voyage Party & Book Signing
Wednesday, September 24, 2003 at 6.00 pm

Who:
FREE FOOD

What:

Guest will meet Multi-millionaire, Entrepreneur, and Author, HaroId
Leffall Jr., aIong with all other Cruise Guest Speakers. WRXB Radio

Station will be Broadcasting Live, National Gospel Recording Artist
Derrick Isham and The Priesthood will be performing, the Food is FREE

and a cash bar will be availabIe. Everyone is admitted FREE. Come

"Mix, Mingle & Network" with Business Owners and the Community.

When:

Wednesday, September 24,2003 6:00 pm

yyr ft 6f6" Saffron s ^ribbean Restaurant
1700 Park Steet North, St Petersburg
Sponsored by:

The Weekly Challenger
$T. PeIWSDMIS,
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HEALTH NEWS
BBITiRdFsi
scheduled from 9 a.m. - 2
p.m. Friday, Sept. 26 at the
Largo Cultural Center, 105
Central
Park
Drive.
Admission is free. To reg
ister, call (727) 570-8809.
• Medicare Seminar.
The Area on Aging PascoPinellas, Inc. and St.
Petersburg College (SPC)
will host a seminar Friday,
Sept. 26 on how Medicare
and Medicaid beneficiaries
can protect themselves
against fraud. The seminar
runs from 9 a.m.- 4:30
p.m. at SPC’s Allstate
campus, 3200 34th St. S.
The seminar is free for
Medicare and Medicaid
beneficiaries but registra
tion is required. To regis
ter, call (727) 341-4452 or
(727) 341-4548 and leave

• Speaking of Wom
en. Wal-Mart will host a
free two-day Speaking of
Women's Health event
focused on health and
well-being will be held
from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday, Sept.
19 and 20 at area stores. In
addition to various healthrelated screenings and
demonstrations, a free
wellness
book
from
Speaking of Women's
Health will be distributed.
• Stroke Conference.
The annual Pinellas Stroke
Conference will explore
how stroke survivors and
caregivers can improve the
quality of lives and contin
ue their quest for inde
pendence as well as find
support. The conference is

your name, address and
telephone number.
• Exercise Classes.
Bay Vista Recreation
Center, 7000 Fourth St. S.,
holds morning exercise
classes for residents and
visitors throughout the
week. Low impact aero
bics are held Tuesday and
Friday at 9 a.m.; exercise
with weights and beach
ball Monday and Thursday
at 9 a.m.; creative exercise
classes are held Monday
and Friday at 10:15 a.m.
and walking classes are
Wednesday at 8:30 a.m.
Classes for residents are
$16 per month or $3 per
class. Non-residents wel
come. Call (727) 893-7124
for more information.

Backpacks Shouldn't be a
Painful Experience!------------

NO?
• ;J

1
JJ

B
wi
J
RR
I
ffl
in i
-1 1^1 IMl <

1

1

1

11
1 1

■h VEW

It's that time of year
again and high on the list
of school necessities are
backpacks. Functional and
fashionable, these bags are
an easy and sensible way
for students to carry books
and supplies. But if carried
incorrectly, backpacks can
actually be more harmful
then helpful.
The U.S. Consumer
Product and Safety Com
mission estimates that in
2001 more than 7,000
emergency room visits
were related to backpacks
and book bags. Each year,
with more that 40 million
children carrying back
packs to school, this num
ber is expected to rise.
Alarmed by this growing
health concern two states,
thus far, have introduced
legislation to address the
issue.
California
has
passed a law requiring the
State Board of Education
to set a maximum weight
for textbooks used by ele
mentary and middle school
students by July T, 2004.
Likewise, the state of New
Jersey has a bill pending
that would permit the in
struction on backpack
safety to be included in the
curriculum of elementary,
middle, and high school
students as part of the Core

Curriculum Content Stan
dards in Comprehensive
Health and Physical Edu
cation.
With increased aware
ness of the potential for
injury, such as muscle
strains, curvatures of the
spine, and chronic back
pain, due to improperly
carried backpacks, espe
cially when overloaded
and slung over one shoul
der, adults need to teach
children, of all ages, the
proper way to carry and
load backpacks. Kessler
Institute for Rehabilitation,
one of the nation's leading
providers of physical med
icine and rehabilitation
services, offers these backpack-carrying guidelines:
• Don't overload the
backpack. "If the back
pack forces a child to lean
forward or tilt sideways, or
they struggle to get it on
and off, then the contents
are too heavy," according
to Laura Senft, Physical
Therapist at Kessler Insti
tute for Rehabilitation. "A
child should never carry
more than 10-20 percent of
their body weight." For
example, a child weighing
eighty pounds should carry
no more than twelve
pounds. Try weighing the
backpack and unload any

rtccefit "RJonfanA

unnecessary objects. An
other method is to pack
only the amount that a
child can hold in their
hands over a few minutes
time.
• Choose the right
size. A backpack, accord
ing to Senft, should be no
wider or longer than a
child's back. Many manu
facturers offer special
child-sized versions that
weigh less than a pound
and fit more securely. The
American Physical Thera
py Association recom
mends the Lands’ End
Collegiatea and the Col
legiate Juniora backpacks
because they are sized ap
propriately for children
and have padded, con
toured shoulder straps and
backs.
• Use both shoulder
straps and the waist belt.
The straps, advises Senft,
should be padded and
adjusted to keep the pack
centered in a child's back.
If any redness, numbness,
or tingling results, the
straps are too tight. The
waste belt helps distribute
the pack's weight to the
lower body so the hips and
legs can bear some of the
load.
• Demonstrate prop
er lifting techniques.
Show children proper body
mechanics. "Before lifting,
bend at your knees," says
Senft. "Then, using both
legs—not your back-lift
the pack placing one
shoulder strap on a time."
To keep children walk
ing tall and pain-free this
school year and to prevent
future problems, share
these simple guidelines
with them~and their
friends.

Town Hall Meeting on Men’s
Health, SepT. 27-----------------------TAMPA - By the end
of this year, an estimated
15,800 men will be diag
nosed with prostate cancer
and some 2,100 will die
from the disease.
To combat these sober
ing statistics and observe
Prostate Cancer Awareness
Month, the Florida Pros
tate Cancer Network will
host a town hall meeting

on men’s health from 8:30
a.m. - 2 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 27 at the Tampa
Convention Center, 333 S.
Franklin St.
The event will include
health screenings, break
fast, lunch, prizes and edu
cational workshops for
men on prostate, colon,
heart and sexual health.
There will also be special

sessions for women.
Registration is $20.
Women who accompany a
male will be admitted for
$10. Pre-registration Is
required. To register, call
(813) 745-3627 or visit
www.florida-prostate-cancer.org. For more informa
tion, call (813) 806-2800.

More Living Left To Do After a
STroke--------------------------------------------A testimonial of survival by Willie McClendon
LARGO - The day
started out as any other for
Willie McClendon, pastor
of Shiloh Missionary Bap
tist Church, the oldest pre
dominantly black church
in the Largo area. Working
full-time as a pastor and
part-time with the Pinellas
County Head Start Pro
gram, McClendon felt
comfortable with the stress
of both jobs and the fact
that he was juggling more
than one.
However, it was while
he was sitting at his desk in
June 1998 at the Head
Start
Program,
that
McClendon, now 56,
noticed his lower lip feel
ing numb. Trying to figure
out the sensation, he then
noticed his right ankle was
a bit weak.
Putting the pieces to
gether, McClendon re
membered another unusual
event that happened just
two weeks prior. "I had
had the worst headache of
my life in the middle of my
sermon, but I didn’t think
much of it," McClendon
said. "It wasn’t until I
noticed the other symp
toms at my desk that I
starting thinking I was
having a stroke."
After confiding in his
wife during a telephone
call that he thought he was
suffering a stroke, and
sharing his concern with a
co-worker, a supervisor
called 911.
"That was the wisest
thing that could have hap
pened, although who
knows what I could have
avoided if I had called as
soon as the symptoms
started," McClendon said.
With co-workers and
friends standing around the
ambulance, McClendon
flashed a smile and gave a
thumbs-up sign. That’s the
last McClendon would
remember for the next 10
days as he slipped into a
coma.
McClendon had suf
fered a major stroke.
According to his doctors,
McClendon had massive
bleeding at the stem of his
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Son-to-Man: HIV
Support Group for
Men-----------------------ST. PETERSBURG AIDS is having a devastat
ing effect on many com
munities and Operation
HOPE of Pinellas Inc.
wants to start dialogue
about the impact it is hav
ing, especially on men of
color.
The agency will offer
Son-to-Man: A Peer Sup
port Group for Black Men.
Son-to-Man offers HIVinfected men a safe place

Alzheimer’s Support
Group at The
Fountains----------------ST. PETERSBURG The Alzheimer’s Care
givers support group meets
at 10 a.m. Wednesdays at
the Fountains at Boca
Ciega Bay. The one-hour
sessions are held in the
executive board room on
the second floor in the "A"
Building. Caregivers or
people who suffer from
dementia or Alzheimer’s

Willie McClendon

brain and gave a bleak
prognosis. While family,
friends and other Chris
tians in the community met
at Shiloh Missionary Bap
tist Church to conduct a
prayer vigil on behalf of
McClendon, doctors pre
pared them for the worst.
"They didn’t think I’d
make it, but God had other
plans," McClendon said.
Ten days later, against
all odds, McClendon mi
raculously woke from his
coma.
"I was able to commu
nicate when I came to, but
I had to speak slowly,"
McClendon said. During
his rehabilitation, the big
gest challenge was main
taining his balance. "At
first, I couldn’t sit in a
chair unless it had arms.
But I’m proud to say I
haven’t fallen since I left
the stroke rehab center five
years ago."
In hindsight, McClen
don acknowledges his
stroke was brought on by
both stress and high blood
pressure. "I’ve been treat
ing my high blood pressure
since I was first diagnosed
at age 34 when trying to
donate blood," said Mc
Clendon.
McClendon’s
father and mother also suf
fered from high blood
pressure.
Today,
McClendon

continues to serve as pas
tor of Shiloh Missionary
Baptist. "I never saw my
self not preaching. Ac
tually, God’s done more
with me since the stroke
than before. Before, we
were in a small church, but
it was too crowded to do
much of anything. Since
then, we’ve built a $1.5
million facility. He’s taken
my stroke and made it an
asset. I’m a living testimo
ny as to what God can do."
McClendon’s advice to
other stroke survivors,
"You can’t think about
what you’ve lost. Stay po
sitive and be determined to
make the best of what you
have left. It’s not over."
Join Pastor McClen
don and other stroke sur
vivors/ including their
caregivers, for the Fourth
Annual Pinellas Stroke
Conference on Friday,
Sept. 26 at the Largo
Cultural Center from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. This free
conference includes lunch
and presentations that will
enlighten, inspire and
instruct stroke survivors
and their caregivers.
To register, call the
American Heart Asso
ciation at (727)570-8809.
For transportation assis
tance to the conference,
call Carolyn Swanson at
(727)894-4311.

LOS ANGELES - In
the tradition of the African
griot, a collection of inspi
rational letters from Afri
can-American cancer sur
vivors, their families,
friends and loved ones is
being assembled to appear
in the "Black Cancer
Chronicles."
Author Karin Stanford
hopes this collection of let
ters will encourage African
Americans to learn more
about prevention, early
diagnosis, treatment, clini
cal trials and survivorship.
Stanford said the goal is to
reduce fear, provide hope
for recovery and to dispel
myths associated with
treatment.
"I was diagnosed with
breast cancer six years
ago. I lived away from
home and had very little
support from colleagues
and friends," Stanford
recalled. "The search for a
support group to help me
deal with the mental and
physical aspects of the
diagnosis led.me a ... sup

Heart Hospital To Offer Emergency Angioplastv
24 Hours A Day, Seven Days A Week •

H.T.

Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULAR MASSAGE

NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

328-7600
3727 Central Avenue
LIC. #MM005879
FAX 328-8869

RNs & LPNs • PCU • CSU • Seasonal

Marilyn W. Fudge, M.D.

j

Obstetrics and Gynecology
5203 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, FL

port group that challenged
us to give back to others
who many need informa
tion and support."
Letters are wanted
from those who are newly
diagnosed to people who
have completed: treatment
and those who have sup
ported cancer patients on
their road to recovery.
Contributors can be as
creative as they like and
each story should describe
the writer’s experiences
from the identification of
symptoms to' diagnosis to
treatment and recovery.
Caregivers and supporters
of cancer patients are also
encouraged to tell their
story by describing their
own feelings and emotions
as they cope with the diag
nosis and treatment of a
loved one.
"Writing and publish
ing the book is one way in
which I hope to meet that
challenge and give back to
the community in a posi
tive and constructive way,"
Stanford said.

Good HeaZffc Is Immeasurable

George E. Banks, M.D.

George E. Banks,
MJ).

Disease are encouraged to
attend. ,
The Fountain is locat
ed at 1225 Pasadena Ave. S
in Pasadena. Parking is
provided and a shuttle is
available at the main
entrance. Refreshments
will be served. For more
information, call Florence
at (727) 321-9746.

Share Your STories in
The ‘Black Cancer
Chronicles’------------- —

and

We Specialize Also In:
Weight Loss Body Wraps
• Lymphatic Facials
• Sports Massage
Carpal Tunnel
• Fibromyalgia

to come and discuss their
issues, concerns and other
related topics with others.
Confidentiality is strictly
enforced.
The one-hour sessions
will begin at 6 p.m. every
Tuesday at Operation
HOPE’S building, 861
Sixth Ave. S. For more
information,
contact
Lorenzo Robertson at
(727) 822-2437, ext. 24.

For a listing of ail clinical and non-clinical positions available,
visit our website at: ww w.northsidehospitai.tom

Marilyn W. Fudge,
MJ).

Or CaD Our |obline at: (727) 521-5029
Get more from your career when you reply now in confidence toNorthsidc HospitaJ & Heart Institute, Human rJoXs

(727) 327-2966
• Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted
• New Patients Welcomed
• Office Hours By Appointment

Radiologic Technologist: FT.
__ Respiratory Therapist: FT.

6000-49th St. North, St Petersburg, FL 33709
Phone; <727) 521-5003 or Fax: (727) 521-5447
E-mail: «ihhilir.recrui»er@Iicahealth«?arexom
I

^^NfrthsideH<,sPttal&IIeartInstJtufe
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STATE NEWS
FAMU College of Law Names Career
Placement and Student Affairs
Directors■------------------------------ -----

Carlene M. Thompson

Phillip A. Miller

ORLANDO B As the
Florida A&M University
(FAMU) College of Law
enters its second year, two
new directors; join the
school’s administration.
Dean Percy R. Luney, Jr.
recently announced the
appointment of Carleen
McElroy Thompson as
director of career planning
and placement and Phillip
A. Miller as director of stu
dent affairs.
Both positions are inte
gral to the law school’s
mission of providing a high
quality legal education and
diversifying the profession.
The director of career plan
ning and placement works
with students to help them

tions in the private and
public sectors. The director
of student affairs is respon
sible fof a wide range of
matters affecting student
life and members of the
student body. The director
will also work with student
organizations.
“We are excited about
the new services we’ll be
able to offer to both our
students and the Central
Florida community now
that these directors are
onboard,” said Luney.
Thompson is an attor
ney with 16 years experi
ence in employment law in
the private sector. She was
formerly senior counsel for
Anthem, Inc. - Blue Cross/

find intern and clerk posi

Blue

tions and, after they’ve
graduated, permanent posi-

napolis, Indiana. Thomp
son has also served as

Shield

in

India

employment
litigation
counsel for Federal Ex
press Corporation, director
of employment compliance
at U.S. West Commu
nications and assistant gen
eral counsel for American
General Finance, Inc. She
is a former director of
equal opportunity affairs at
Pfizer, Inc. and attorney for
the National Labor Rela
tions Board.
Thompson received
her J.D. from North Caro
lina Central University
School of Law. She also
has an M.A. in human
resource management from
the University of Illinois Champaign and a B.S. in
education from the Univer
sity of Missouri

Co

College of Law from Can
ton, Mich., where he was a
principal in Bullock Miller
Enterprises, an operations
management consulting
firm. His experience in
cludes working as a design
er at the General Motors
Warren Tech Center and as
a divisional international
transportation specialist at
A.C. Rochester. He has
also held a position as a
caseworker with Ennis &
Associates, where he
worked with children in
foster care settings.
Miller has a B.S. from
the College of Human
Medicine at Michigan State
University and an A.A.S. in
vehicle design from Ma
comb Community College.

lumbia.
Miller comes to the

State EMS Grant Program Opens
Grant Cycle
More than $9 Million Available
TALLAHASSEE
The Florida Department of
Health's (DOH) Emer
gency Medical Services
(EMS) grant program is
now accepting applications
from government, private,
and non-profit organiza
tions. Grants may be used
to purchase equipment and
supplies to enhance and
improve Emergency Medi
cal Services. More than $9
million is available through
three grant programs.
"These grants enhance
EMS services, in the com
munity," said DOH Secre
tary. John O. Agwunobi,
M.D., M.B.A. "They en
courage cooperative efforts
and support a service es
sential to the health and

well-being of the commu
nity."
There are three grant
programs, authorized by
Chapter 401, Part II, Flor
ida Statutes and funded by
the Legislature annually.
Funds for each program are
generated from a surcharge
on fines for major traffic
violations. The programs
are:
•
County grant pro
gram, in which all 67 coun
ties are eligible to partici
pate. Last year, 62 counties
requested and received a
combined $4.5 million to
improve and expand emer
gency medical services.
Applications for the current
grant cycle will be accept
ed until January 16,2004

•
Matching
grant
program, in which public
or private agencies may
participate. Under this pro-.
gram, the grant pays ,75
percent of approved project
costs and the grantee pays
the other 25 percent. Last
year, 43 organizations, re
ceived a combined $2.3
million for medical equip
ment, vehicles, public and
professional training, and
other items to improve and
expand emergency medical
services. Applications for
the current grant cycle will
be accepted until Dec. 12,
2003.
•
Rural grant pro
gram, in which organiza
tions in counties with less
than 100,000 residents may

apply. Under this program,
the grant pays 90 percent or
more of costs, and the
grantee pays the balance.
Last year, 11 agencies re
ceived
a
combined
$699,599 to improve and
expand emergency medical
services. Applications for
the current grant cyclp will
be accepted until May 3,
2004.
For more information
on these grants, visit
DOH's website at: www.
doh.state.fl.us and choose
"emergency medical serv
ices" from the subject list.
For details on how to apply
for the grant, please call
(850) 245-4440, extension
2737.

Democrats Begin Two-Week
Tour of Universities
TALLAHASSEE (AP)
The Florida Democratic
’arty began a two-week
>ur last week of the state's
niversities as part of a
oter registration drive it's
ailing “Donkeys Rock."
Party Chairman Scott
laddox and other top offiials will drive from city to
ity and set up registration
ooths as well as provide
ntertainment from live
andsor DJs.
“It's like a campaign
gain," said party spokes
woman Allie Merzer.' It's
massive get-out-the-vote
jgistration drive, but more
nportantly it's reaching
ut to students and young
rofessionals to- tell them

about the party and what
the party can do for them."
The tour starts at 10
a.m. at Florida A&M Uni
versity, before hitting the
road for Pensacola, where

the party will set up registration booths Tuesday at
the University of West
Florida and Pensacola Ju
nior College.

NEWS
DEADLINE
IS 4 PM.
MONDAY

Kim Fields Inspires Jacksonville
Freshmen at Convocation------- —
JACKSONVILLE In a speech that bordered
on a motivational exercise,
veteran actress Kim Fields
(“Facts of Life” and “Liv
ing Single”) made the case
for goal-setting, laying out
visions, purposes and
dreaming big. Fields ad
dressed the incoming fresh
man class at the Fall 2003
Convocation on Sept. 14 at
Bethel Baptist Institutional
Church.
Dr. Jimmy R. Jenkins,
Sr., president of Edward
Waters College, met Fields
on the Tom Joyner Foun
dation’s annual Memorial
Day weekend cruise. He
was impressed that she
immediately accepted his
offer to serve as a visiting
professor during the cur
rent semester.
“It did riot take me long
to realize that Kim Fields is
a person who has given her
life to make a difference,”
said Jenkins, who em
barked on the cruise to
meet people who could
help the college he has led
since 1997. “Ms. Fields

HUD Holds
Free Rural
Housing
and
Funding
Workshop
PALMETTO - A day
long workshop on local,
state, and federal housing
programs designed to pro
vide information and tech
nical assistance informa
tion will be held on
Monday, Sept. 29, at the
Manatee County Civic
Center. The center, located
at One Haben Blvd. in
Palmetto, Fla., will host
the program from 8:30
a.m. - 5 p.m.
Among the scheduled
workshop topics: financ
ing, pre-development ac
tivities and available
grants. Representatives
will be available from the
U. S. Department HUD,
Fannie Mae, Florida Hous
ing Coalition, Florida
Housing Finance Corpora
tion, Florida Community
Loan Fund, Florida Non
profit Housing, U.S. De
partment of Agriculture
and Federal Home Loan
Bank of Atlanta.
For more information,
contact Bill Kalbas, U.S.
Department of Housing
and Urban DevelopmentTampa Field Office (813)
228-2026 ext. 2112.

—

Dr. Jimmy R. Jenkins, Sr., president of Edward Waters College, presents Kim
Fields an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree from the college at the Fall
2003 Convocation

told me she wanted to serve
as a role model to raise
funds to help people who
want to make a difference.
I was impressed that she
would leave > the hills of
Hollywood to come to the
plains of Jacksonville to
help Edward Waters Col
lege.”
Fields was applauded
numerous times during her
address to the freshman
class and their families.
“Ask yourself, “what am I
doing here?’ Answering
this question helps to shape
your purpose and your
dream. Answering it sets
you on your mission,” said
Fields, who at times sound
ed as if she was conducting
a Sunday morning sermon.
“Faith can change circum
stances. Faith says, ‘talk to
the hand’ and moves for-

ward, If you really believe
in something, no matter
what the circumstances,
faith can make it happen.”
Jenkins
presented
Fields with an Honorary
Doctor of Humane Letters
degree from the college,
which has grown from 319
students to close to 1,400
since Jenkins became pres
ident. During his six and

SAM’S BEAUTY SALON
3600 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 322-0024 • Cell <727) 542-2189

Ask for Tony
20 years experience in Hair Care
as Barber and Beautician

SAM'S BEAUTY SALON

CotwCta Management Course
Course Series Schedule
2003 - 2004
FDOT Business Management
(0005586)
Oct. 7, 9,11 (Sat), 14,16, 21, 23, 25
(Sat)
FDOT Construction Accounting (0005585)
Nov. 4, 6, 8 (Sat), 11,13,18, 20, 22 (Sat)

FDOT Contracts, Specifications, & Law (0005584)
***Course Cost $25,4)0***
Dec. 2, 4, 6 (Sat), 9,11,13 (Sat)
Course Location:
Ariel Business Group, Inc.
4601 W. Kennedy Blvd, Ste. #116 • Tampa, FL 33609
Course Time:
Tuesday & Thursday 6 — 9 p.m.
Saturday 10 — 1 p.m.

***Orientation for participants will be held
Wednesday, October 1st at 6 pan.****
For an application & needs assessment, a requirement of all participants,

Call (813) 207-0003
Ariel Business Group, Inc. has a cooperative agreement with FAMU SBDC to host
the FDOT Construction Management Development
.

“Funded by the Florida Department of Transportation ”

Bill
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DESIGNS

half year tenure, Dr.
Jenkins has eliminated $4
million of debt and is cur
rently spearheading an eco
nomic and housing revital
ization effort in the pre
dominantly African-Amer
ican neighborhood where
Edward Waters College is
located.

■
■

. AO

. jRBh....

ZaNAVAR'S, ' •

321-1930
C.FN1ER STAGE UNISEX SALON
327-4074
A PRECIOUS TOUCH
321-BI 46
Mi mi’s BI \i n
322-1712

SOR

>1
—^gggSpgaMB

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 - 24,2003

sports news
Mercedes-Benz and Warren Sapp’s
‘Sack for the Kids Prog ram’Benefits
Children with Cancer--------------------- —

Warren Sapp

TAMPA
When
Warren Sapp, the All-Pro
defensive tackle for Tampa
Bay's Super Bowl Champ
ion team makes a sack,
who wins? The Pediatric
Cancer Foundation, that's
who, and kids' cancer
research.
Local Suncoast Mer
cedes-Benz dealers have
teamed up again this NFL
season with Sapp;, for a
program that raises funds
for
pediatric
cancer
research.
This marks the second

year Sapp and the Suncoast
Mercedes-Benz dealers are
pairing to work together to
fight for a cure for pediatric
cancer. Sapp and Mer
cedes-Benz premiered this
innovative fundraising pro
gram during the 2001 sea
son, raising $60,000 for the
Pediatric Cancer Found
ation.
Once
again,
Mercedes-Benz has com
mitted to making a dona
tion to the Foundation
every time Sapp tackles an
opposing quarterback.
Four-year-old cancer
patient Joanna McAfee
helped Sapp and MercedesBenz kickoff the 2003
Sapp's "Sack for the Kids"
program last week with a
photo shoot at Tampa's
Avila Golf and Country
Club. The tenacious little
girl, who's been fighting
stomach cancer for nine
months, sat atop the 6-2",
303-lb., "QB Killa’s"
shoulder for photos that
will appear on billboards
throughout the Tampa Bay
area starting next month.

"It’s all about the kids,"
said Sapp of his commit
ment to the Pediatric
Cancer
Foundation.
"They’re the champions
who are fighting this battle
with cancer every day.
Hopefully, the money we
raise for research will help
them win."
Sapp has been a long
time friend and tremendous
supporter of the Pediatric
Cancer Foundation, mak
ing a significant contribu
tion to the amount of
research the Foundation
funds.
"The Suncoast Mer
cedes-Benz dealers are
honored to team up once
again with Warren for the
‘Sacks for the Kids’ initia
tive," said Joe Lamphier,
vice president and general
manager
of
Crown
Eurocars. "The research
funded by the Pediatric
Cancer Foundation is vital
to finding a cure for this
disease, and we are com
mitted to creating programs
such as this until the cure is

found."
The Pediatric Cancer
Foundation is a nonprofit,
Tampa-based charity that
raises money to fund
research that will lead to
the elimination of pediatric
cancer worldwide. The
Foundation was formed in
1991, when two Tampa
mothers met while their
infant daughters were
being treated for cancer.
Their children beat the
odds and are healthy young
women today.
In the last 12 years, the
Foundation has granted
$1.9 million to researchers
at
Tampa
Children's
Hospital at St. Joseph's, St.
Petersburg's All Children's
Hospital, and Shand's
Hospital at the University
of Florida in Gainesville.
For more information
about the Pediatric Cancer
Foundation, visit their
website at www.pcfusa.org.
To keep up on Sapp’s
Sacks, visit his website
www.qbkilla.com.

Suspect Arrested in Killing of Sister of
Tennis Stars Venus, Serena Williams
ip
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Yetunde Price

by Jeremiah Marquez and
Steve Wilstein
Associated Press Writers
COMPTON,
Calif.
(AP) - A 24-year-old man
was arrested in the investi
gation of the shooting that
killed the older sister of
tennis stars Venus and
Serena Williams, accord
ing to the Los Angeles
County
Sheriffs
Department.
The suspect was identi
fied as Aaron Michael
Hammer. He was jailed
without bail, said sheriffs
Deputy Richard Pena. The
deputy didn't say what led
to Hammer's arrest or when
he was taken into custody.
Pena said homicide
detectives were still seek
ing the public's assistance

in gathering information
about the killing of Yetunde
Price, who was shot in the
chest early Sunday about a
mile from the tennis courts
where her sisters first rose
to prominence.
Price was shot in the
chest after an alleged dis
pute in this Los Angeles
suburb, which has long
been notorious for street
gangs and violence.
She had been sitting
with a man in a sport utility
vehicle shortly after mid
night when "somehow
they had become involved
in a confrontation with the
local residents," Pena said.
The man with Price
was not hurt and drove her
to a relative's house in
Long Beach, from which
he called 911, Pena said.
Price, 31, was taken to
Long Beach Memorial
Medical Center, where she
died.
Early Monday, authori
ties identified the man with
Price as Rolland Wormley,
28. He was jailed after
authorities discovered he

Edward Waters
Defeated by Catawba
College----------------------JACKSONVILLE,
Fla. (AP) — Luke Samples
threw for 214 yards and
had a 1-yard touchdown
run, leading Catawba to a
17-0 win over Edward
Waters
College
on
Saturday.
Rodney Wallace had an
8-yard touchdown run for
Catawba (2-0).
Edward Waters (1-2)
failed to score in four trips
inside the Catawba 20 and

committed five turnovers,
including a second-quarter
fumble by quarterback
Dexter L. Davis inside the
Catawba 1.
Davis did throw for
129 yards, accounting for
more than half of Edward
Waters' 221 yards of total
offense.
The
Tigers
play
Huntingdon College on
Saturday.

was on parole, which they
said he violated by being at
the scene of the shooting. It
wasn't disclosed what he
was on parole for.
An assault rifle was
found at the murder scene
Sunday and neighbors
reported hearing six to 20
gunshots.
Venus flew Sunday
from New York to Los
Angeles and Serena trav
eled from Toronto to gather
with relatives. Price, 31, a
registered
nurse
who
owned a beauty salon, was
a personal assistant to her
famous half-sisters.
"We are extremely
shocked, saddened and
devastated by the shooting
death of our beloved
Yetunde," the Williams
family said in the state
ment.
"She was our nucleus

and our rock. She was per
sonal assistant, confidant,
and adviser to her sisters,
and her death leaves a void
that can never be filled. Our
grief is overwhelming, and
this is the saddest day of
our lives," the statement
said.
Price was one of five
sisters who spent their early
years in Compton, where
gang fighting has claimed
many lives. She was
divorced and had three
children. She had moved to
Corona, 40 miles from
Compton in neighboring
Riverside County.
"I can't believe it.
There's not one evil thing
you could say about this
girl. She never hurt any
person. She was a quiet
person," said a friend,
Sheriee Brown, 32, of
Compton.

Bucs Head to Atlanta for NFC South
Showdown------------TAMPA - The Tampa
Bay Buccaneers face their
second consecutive NFC
South opponent Sunday as
they travel to Atlanta for
the first of two meetings
with the Falcons.
The Buccaneers lead
the all-time series 11-8 and
have won each of the last
five meetings with the
Falcons. Kickoff is at 1
p.m. ET. The game will be
shown on WTVT-13 FOX.
The Bucs are coming
off a nail-biting 12-9 over
time loss to the Carolina

A

Hikes

Haikstylino

for 10 yards to the Tampa
Bay 30 on first down.
Four plays later, John
Kasay kicked his winner.
"Any
loss
hurts,
regardless if you lose by 50
or by one. They all hurt the
same," Bucs safety Dwight
Smith said. "The reason I
think it hurt so much is
because we beat our
selves."
Keyshawn Johnson,
who led Tampa Bay with
nine receptions for 102
yards, said it is important
for the defending champi

ons to keep the loss in the
perspective.
"Last year, we were 11 at this point and went to
the Super Bowl," the
receiver said. "There's no
panic setting in for us. We
just have to evaluate where
we are at, and what we did
that was wrong out there,
and try to make the correc
tions."
Information from the
Associated Press was used
for this report.

FAMU Gets a Lashing in Florida’s
Swamp------------------ ---------------- ——
by Eddie Pells
AP Sports Writer
GAINESVILLE, Fla.
(AP) — Florida A&M
owned The Swamp - dur
ing halftime, while its
world-famous band was on
the field. The rest of the
time, it was the University
of Florida and tailback
DeShawn Wynn doing all
thejammin'.
Wynn tied a school
record with four touch
downs Saturday night to
help
the
19th-ranked
Gators to a 63-3 victory in
their last tuneup before the
Southeastern Conference
opener next week against
Tennessee.
Ingle Martin threw for
139 yards and one touch
down. Chris Leak threw for
79 yards and another score.
Wynn, a redshirt freshman,
ran for 95 yards and joined
Jesse Palmer, Fred Taylor
and four others with the
single-game TD record.
The Gators (2-1) built a
35-3 lead at halftime and,
unlike last week against
No. 2 Miami, there was no

way they were going to
blow it against the Division
I-AA Rattlers (1-2).
Of course, that's not to
say FAMU walked away
empty-handed. For making
the trip from Tallahassee,
the
Rattlers
earned
$415,000 from Florida money that will certainly
help when they move to
Division I-A next season.
One thing the school
won't need to do is upgrade
its band, "The Marching
100," known far and wide
as one of the best in the
country.
Dressed in bright
orange and green, the band
serenaded the Gators at the
opening kick with a version
of
the
O'Jay's
"Backstabbers” and kept
the music coming during
timeouts. At halftime, they
took the act to the field,
spelling out the words
"Get Low!" and marching
back to the stands to the
theme from "Good Times,"
the classic 1970s sitcom
starring Jimmie Walker.
Besides Wynn's fine

outing, the band was the and returned it to the
highlight of an otherwise Florida 28. It was one of
predictable day. Most in the three early A&M trips
crowd of 90,087 stayed to inside the Gators 30; they
watch, and gave a standing produced three field goal
attempts and only three
ovation when it was over.
Back to the game, it points.
Led
by
Rashard
was hard to tell exactly
what the lopsided win Pompey's 78 yards rushing,
overmatched
meant for the Gators, who A&M's
play the first of eight "Gulf Coast Offense" was
straight SEC games begin held to 268 yards.
Meanwhile, the Gators
ning next week. A better
gauge was last week's 38- may have found a star in
33 loss to Miami where, Wynn, who ran for three
despite a blown 23-point touchdowns and caught
lead, Florida showed it another. The Cincinnati
could compete with the native, voted runner-up to
Maurice Clarett as Ohio's
best in the country.
Ron Zook's team did prep player of the year, has
little to debunk that notion. five touchdowns this year,
In fact, the Gators got bet including a 65-yard run last
ter on special teams, the week against Miami.
Also playing well was
one place they had strug
gled this year. Florida tight end Ben Troupe, who
blocked a field goal and a had three catches for 41
punt and forced A&M yards, including and 7-yard
punter Damon Miller to TD from Leak.
Counting their 65-3
scramble for a 2-yard loss.
The Rattlers' brief victory over San Jose State
hopes came on the first in the opener, the Gators
play from scrimmage, have yet to allow a touch
when Levy Brown made down at home this season.
his 12th career interception
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Panthers in their home
opener last week.
Trailing 9-3, the Bucs
drove 82 yards in 10 plays
to tie it on quarterback
Brad Johnson's TD pass to
Keenan McCardell, who
got both feet in bounds
before falling out of the
end zone.
The Panthers, who
overcame 16 penalties for
L20 yards, scored on their
second possession in over
time. After Steve Smith's
punt return up the right
sideline, Stephen Davis ran
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NORTH CENTRAL NEWS
OCALA
NEWS
by Jim Thorpe
OCALA AMERICA
The following events
will be happening from
Sept. 27-Oct. 4:
• Hispanic Festival,
Sat., Sept. 27, 10 a.m.-4
p.m., downtown square.
• Religious Faith Fo
cus, Sun., Sept. 28-Sat.,
Oct. 4.
• Prayer Breakfast (by
invitation), Mon., Sept. 29,
7:30-9 a.m., Ocala Hilton.
• UpBeat Drum Circle,
Tues., Sept. 30, 6-8 p.m.,
downtown square.
• “Imagine: A Musical
Tribute to What Life Can
Be,” Weds., Oct. 1, 7:309:30 p.m., West Port High
School auditorium.
• Youth Event, Thurs.,
Oct. 2, 7-9 p.m., Boys &
Girls Club of Marion
County.
• Harmony Walk and
Movie, Fri., Oct. 3, 6:30-8
p.m., downtown square.
• Multi-Cultural Festi
val, Sat., Oct. 4, 10 a.m.-4
p .m., downtown square.
For more information,
call (352)629-8231.
GOSPEL BLOCK

BUSTER 2003
Diamond Music Pro
ductions, Inc., presents the
Southern Florida Gospel
Blockbuster 2003, featur
ing the world famous Dixie
Hummingbirds of Philadel
phia, the Miracle Sisters of
Tampa and the South
Florida Gospel Singers of
Ft. Lauderdale.
Also featured will be
Joe Gay, the Voices of

Angels, the Soldiers for
Christ, Tabernacle of
Deliverance
Outreach
Minister,
the
New
Generation Gospel Singers,
the
Gospel
Tones,
Jacqueline Gabriel, Living
Waters Gospel Singers and
many others. ,
This event will take
place Saturday, Sept. 27, in
the recently air conditioned
Ed Croskey Recreational
Complex (formerly War
Memorial auditorium) at 2
p.m.
For more information,
contact (352) 207-2317,
(305) 586-5416 or (813)
601-1791.

HELPING CHILDREN
COPE
Whether tragic events
touch your family person
ally or are brought into
your home via newspapers
and television, you can
help children cope with the
anxiety that violence, death
and disasters can cause.
Listening and talking
to children about their con
cerns can reassure them
that they will be safe. Start
by encouraging them to
discuss how they have been
affected by what is happen
ing around them. Even
young children may have
specific questions about
tragedies. Children react to
stress at their own develop
mental level.
The Federal Center for
Mental Health Services
offers these additional
pointers for parents and

SCOTTIE

Every ©ay

is a Gift -

That’s
Why it’s

other caregivers:
• Encourage children to
ask questions. Listen to
what they say. Provide
comfort and assurance that
address their specific fears.
It’s okay to admit you can’t
answer all of their ques
tions.
• Talk on their level.
Communicate with your
children in a way they can
understand. Don’t get too
technical or complicated.
• Be honest. Tell them
exactly what has happened.
For example, don’t say that
someone who has died has
“gone to sleep.” Children
may become afraid of
going to bed.
• Find out what else
frightens them. Encourage
your children to talk about
other fears they may have.
They may worry that some
one will harm them at
school or that someone will
try to hurt you.
•Focus on the positive.
Reinforce the fact that most
people are kind and caring.
Remind your child of the
heroic actions taken by
ordinary people to help vic
tims of tragedy.
• Pay attention. Your
children’s play and draw
ings may give you a
glimpse into their questions
or concerns. Ask them to
tell you what is going on in
the game or the picture. It
is an opportunity to clarify
any misconceptions, an
swer questions and give
reassurance.
• Develop a plan.
Establish a family emer
gency plan for the future,
such as a meeting place
where everyone should
gather if something unex
pected happens in your
family or neighborhood. It
can help you and your child
feel safer.
For more information,
call (800) 326-CARE.

Bail Bonds
2523 34th Street South
St. Petersburg, FI. 33711

(787) 383-4110
V Fax (7873 387

1

Unity Inc.
“Bringing Families Together!"

Called the

Housed at Wings Fellowship Church
Call For An Appointment
Monday through Friday - 8am - 5pm

Present!

Carleah G. East, B.A.
Youth Mentor

Phone: (727) 687-0831
E-mail: ceast1016@cs.com

MID DENMSULA SEAFCX
MARKET * HITAURANT

i
’
L

400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
327-8309
328-8309
Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday ... Gone Fishin'

BEER TOO?
GOTCHA!!!

BEER-GARLIC
ONION RINGS
2.79
FABULOUS!

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY . . . FOR OVER 21 YEARS
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by Rev.. Daniel Banks

In the lineage of Christ
in the gospel of St.
Matthew 1:1-16, only five
women are mentioned,
including Mary, the mother
of Jesus. Isn’t it interesting
that all five of those
women are believed to
have been black?
In verse three, Tamar is
mentioned. She was a
Canaanite. All of the
Canaanite peoples were
black people. They are
descended from Canaan,
the son of Ham, the grand
son of Noah; as listed in
the Table of Nations in
Genesis 10:6. She con
ceived twins by Judah, the
eldest son of Jacob, who
was also known as Israel,
after playing the harlot by
the side of the road.
Rahab, mentioned in
verse five, was a black
prostitute in Canaan. She
helped Joshua and the
Israelites to defeat Jericho
by hiding the spies he’d
sent in. She was shrewd
enough to make a deal to
have herself and her family
saved.
Ruth is also mentioned
in verse five. She was a
Moabite. The Moabites
were black people de
scended from the incestu
ous union of Lot and his
eldest daughter.
Verse six makes an
allusion to Bathsheba who
conceived during an adul
terous affair with King
David. They married later
after David had her Hittite
husband, Uriah, killed by
placing him on the front
line in battle. The Hittites
are now extinct, but they
were black, squat people
with prominent noses and
lips. It is believed that
Bathsheba was Hittite, too,

which is why King
Solomon is said to have
been black. Solomon was
her surviving son by
David. .
Now, I’m not forget
ting that all these persons
are in the ancestry of
Joseph, fpr Jesus was con
ceived by the power of the
Holy Ghost. Yet, scholars
assert that Mary descended
from the Davidic line, too,
and that she was, unmistakenly, a black woman.
So, the information from
verse six to sixteen could,
in some respects, apply to
her as well.
However, since David
was promised that Christ
would come from the fruit
of his loins, according to
the flesh, and sit on his
throne, Mary would’ve had
to have been that de
scendant, because Joseph
did not parent Christ after
the flesh. Mary did! (See
Acts 2:29,30)
Moreover, until the
Italian Renaissance, the
Madonna and Child were
almost always depicted as
black in paintings and
sculptures and shrines. In
hundreds of churches and
cathedrals in Europe, Spain
and Portugal today, they
still are! At one time in his
tory, dark flesh was equat
ed with divine flesh.
Out of forty-two gen
erations, why are only five
women mentioned? What
happened to the other thir
ty seven? Were these five
women, including Mary, so
different from the others
that they commanded spe
cial mention? My guess is,
not only were these women
black, but a great many ,of
the men were, too!

GOD E>LE<§»<9>
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Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
BROOKSVILLE - "I
was glad when they said to
me, 'let us go to the House
of the Lord.’" That's the
way we feel when we are
preparing to attend wor
ship service. Last Sunday
was no different. In order
to get to Mt. Zion, Mondon
Hill, we have to begin
making preparations the
minute our feet hit the
floor.
We had a spirit-filled
day, beginning with church
school, followed by our 11
A .M. service. Pastor Mar
vin Lowery preached a
beautiful sermon from St.
Mark 10: 17-22, The text
was "Looking Out for
Number One." We had
congregational • singing,
and everyone joined in.
You could just feel the
presence of the Lord all
around us!
Last Sunday at 4 p.m.,
Allen Temple A.M.E.,
Brooksville, and Mt.Zion
A.M.E., Mondon Hill host
ed a joint St. Petersburg
District meeting. This is
an annual affair where the
18 churches of the District
meet to show appreciation
for the dynamic leadership
of the Rev. J.L. Denmark
and Bettye Denmark.
The two host pastors,

the Rev. Porter and the
Rev. Lowery left no stone
unturned to make this a
joyous occasion.
Rev.
Lowery presided and made
sure that the program went
smoothly - from the wel
comes, the occasion and
the reflections from vari
ous District officers - to the
end. Rev, Porter saw to it
that everyone was comfort
able, and the ushers from
the two host churches were
on duty.
The congregation sat
back and enjoyed singing
by the joint choirs of the
two host churches and the
renowned Hernando Coun
ty Male Chorus, We were
then favored with two se
lections from the mass
choir of Mt. Moriah
A.M.E., Tarpon Springs,
before the dynamic sermon
by their pastor, the Rev.
H.L. Hollingsworth. His
sermon topic was "Just do
it!"
Rev. and Mrs. Den
mark graciously thanked
everyone for the beautiful
service - and we are all
looking forward to next
year. Truly, there is no
district like the St. Pe
tersburg District.
The delicious repast
was prepared by the Allen

Temple Brooksville mem
bers. Please
remember
that next Sunday, Sept. 21,
Mt. Zion Mondon Hill will
have our annual "Dual
Day." After church school
at 9:15 a.m., our first wor
ship service will be at 11
a.rti. The message will be
brought by the ev. Herman
Scrivens, Brooksville.
Then at 4 p.m., a sec
ond service will be held,
with the Rev. Beatrice
Carr, pastor of New Jeru
salem Church of God,
Brooksville along with her
choir and congregation, in
charge of the service. You
will be glad that you came.
We hope you find time
in your busy schedule to
join us in any or all of our
services at the little white
church on Mondon Hill,
where we are taught that
"Love makes the differ
ence."
For further informa
tion re: the church picnic,
please call Pastor Lowery
at (727) 866-0126 , or leave
a message at the church
office (352) 796-1955.
Plan to bring your favorite
covered dish. The date is
September 27th.
\ Meanwhile, have a
blessed week.

There Is A Reason To
Read The Weekly
Challenger
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Friendship Missionary
Lake Maggiore Baptist
Prayer Tower
C.O.G.I.C.---------------- ----- BaptisT Church------------- Church------------------------please participate and “let
us enjoy the Lord together
in unity!”,
The tutorial program
will start back on Sept. 8
and break on Dec. 9. It will
be every Monday and
Wednesday at the church
from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Free S.A.T. preparation
classes will be given at the
church from 9:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. every Saturday
from Sept. 20-Nov. 14.
The Annual Evening in
White will be on Sunday,
Sept. 21 at 4:30 p.m.,All
women are asked to wear
white.
Let us continue to pray
for our sick and shut-in
members. Pray and study
the Word of God constant
ly. If I be lifted up from the
earth, I will draw all men
unto me. Let everything
that has breath praise the

“Behold, the Lord’s
hand is not shortened, that
it cannot save; neither his
ear heavy, that it cannot
hear.” (Isaiah 59:1)
Supt. Elder Clarence
Welch and the Prayer Tow
er C.O.G.I.C. church fami
ly welcome you with open
arms to worship with us at
any time. We encourage
your continual patronage,
love, fellowship and sup
port of our church. Re
member that Prayer Tower
is the tower of power, so
you will be uniquely
blessed.
Mission itinerary:
The CWC is preparing
for their Women’s Retreat
Oct. 17-18. Please contact
Charolette Bryant, LaVerne
Roberts or Connie Welch
for additional information.
We are encouraging all
women of Prayer Tower to

The Lord looks
down from
heaven, He
sees all the
sons of men.
- Psalm 33

Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, under the
leadership of Pastor John
A. Evans, Sr., welcomes
your presence this Sunday
for worship service and to
all church-related activities
and events during the up
coming week.
Services begin at 7:45
a.m. with devotion led by
the Deacons Ministry. The
Fellowship Choir and ush
ers will serve in both ser
vices, and Pastor Evans
will bring a message from
on high.
Church School com
mences at 9:30 a.m. with
the superintendent in
charge.
A second service is
held at 10:45 a.m. opening
with Minister of Music
John Frazier and the Praise
Team.
The law of love: “Let
us therefore follow after
the things which make for
peace and things where
with one may edify anoth
er.” (Romans 14:19)
Schedule of events:
Tuesday, Sept. 23 Youth Church Enrichment
and all youth ministries.
Please plan to attend.
Wednesday, Sept. 24 Noonday Bible Study; also
from 12-2 p.m., Bread of
Life Ministry serving
lunch to all needy in the

community; 7 p.m., Prayer
Service, Praise Team, proc
lamation - Bible Study
book: of Luke.
Applicants
wanted:
The Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church Music
Ministry is accepting res
umes for an organist. If you
are interested or know of
someone, please contact
the church office at (727)
906-8300 or the Minister
of Music John Frazier at
(727) 866-1172.
Let us continue to keep
all of our sick and shut-in
members lifted up in
prayer and love knowing
that the effectual fervent
prayer of the righteous
availeth much.
Bereaved families: Ol
lie Hunter in the passing of
her daughter, Cynthia
Brown, and Josephus By
num who lost his brother.
We are praying that God
will give peace and com
fort to these families at this
sorrowful time.
Other pertinent news
can be found in the church
bulletin that’s passed out
each Sunday during serv
ice. To God be the glory.

The mission of the
Lake Maggiore Baptist
Church is to be a covenant
fellowship: Worshipping
God, equipping the believ
ers, evangelizing the lost,
ministering
effectively
(Matthew 28:19-20).
We have a community
food pantry and clothes
closet that is a ministry of
PRAY, sponsored by Lake
Maggiore Baptist and
Southside Tabernacle Bap
tist Church.
Upcoming ministries:
Sept. 1-30 - Maguire
Station Missions offering
and prayer. Offering goal:
$1,487,000. Florida Bap
tist, by their financial gifts
will be: demonstrating
their transformed lives and
claim to be a part of God’s
conduit of loving service to
others, achieving a deeper
Christian faith; and partici
pating in a redemptive ef
fort to widen the Florida
Mission field.
For more information,
call the Rev. Ron Fluker at
(727) 894-5315.
Sept. 27 - Youth group

at 10 a.m.; Baptist Men at 6
p.m.
Sept. 28 - Fourth Sun
day fellowship immediate
ly following our morning
worship service.
Oct. 16 - New Orleans
Baptist Theological Semi
nary invites you to attend
classes at Pasadena Baptist
Church, 635 - 64th St. S.
For registration and infor
mation, call (727) 3456042. There are classes for
lay people and church
workers.
Oct. 16-Nov. 13 Thursdays, course: Effec
tive personal Bible Study.
Earn a certificate of com
pletion in 15 hours.
Oct. 25 - Community
Health Fair at Lake Mag
giore, 10 a.m.- noon. We
will offer various health
screenings such as blood
pressure, diabetes, choles
terol, prostate and sickle
cell. We will also provide
activities for the kids as
well as educational infor
mation. This is sponsored
by the Pinellas County
Health Department.

Fasting is Focus at
New Philadelphia On Sunday at New
Philadelphia, Pastor will
resume sermonic series on
prayer and fasting. Focus
for mid-morning worship
will be Biblical fasting as
viewed in its Hebrew (Old
Testament) and Greek
(New Testament) meaning.
Church family is requested
to be present for service
and proclamation.
The word “fast” is
derived from the Hebrew
term “tsom,” which refers
to the practice of “selfdenial.”
The
New
Testament using the Greek
word “nesteia” for the fast,
also refers to “self-denial.”
Fasting’s Biblical evolu
tion involves moving from
a natural human expression
of human grief, and a reli
gious custom to placate the
anger of God, or as a
means to turn away God’s
anger and not be destroyed

by it. Eventually, fasting
became a basis for making
one’s “prayer petitions”
effective to God.
Children and youth
will lead church in praise
and worship on Sunday.
Members are urged to
attend and support this
vital ministry. Dress for
Youth Sunday is church
emblazoned T-shirts or
other casual wear. Wisdom
School commences every
Sunday at 10 a.m.
Church family will
worship with Travelers
Rest Missionary Baptist
Church on Friday evening
(Sept. 19) at 7 p.m.
Occasion of this joint con
vocation is celebration of
Pastor Browne’s seventh
anniversary observance.
Members taking part in this
service are urged to be
prompt in attendance.

Forget not
the Lor and His

Jesus Saves

many blessings!
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Greater Light AME Zion Church
1400 9th Street South

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 823-3611

PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

Tuesday............................................... Bible Study 7 p.m.
Friday....... ..................... ....Evangelistic Service 7 p.m.

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Pastor Dr. Henry Jones

, GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412
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GRACE
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

Except God build the
house they labor in
■■ vain that build it.

O
service
Sunday School
9:30 - 10:30

Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30

Wed. - Pray 7:00

OrdainedMissionary
Johnnie Mae Howard
Cad: 727 895-5239

The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

A Woman After

Qods
Own Jfeart...

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

IT
S

Phone
(813)328-9412

H
I
P

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Bible Study 7:30

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

Queen Street
Church Os God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue SOuth
St. Petersburg, FlOrida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Confine, Pastor

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.
350137th. St. So. • St. Pete, FL 33711
Church: 867-4144
Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

Co-Pastor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
9i:30, a.m.

Sunday School
Morning Worship

11:15 a.m.

Bible Study (Monday)

7:00 p.m.

Youth Bible Study (Tuesday)

6:30 p.m.

Prayer (Wednesday)

6:30 p.m.

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Cadfor Prayers &
‘Testimonies

New
CoVenant
Baptist
Church
3850 Pompano Drive SE,
Coquina Key

Good Samaritan
Baptist Church
1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Ph: (727)821-3265

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Ph: 865-9636

Pastor,
Joseph Bobby Reid
Prayer/Praise Service

7:30 p.m. Wednesday
Bible Study

8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School

The congregation would like to invite you and your
family to worship with us. Come as you arel
Sunday Service ...................................................... 8:45 A.M.

Wednesday Bible Study .............................

7:00 P.M.

9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship

“He Cfcurcb of Love, Healing agd Sestoratioij”

10:00 a.m.

Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
Prayer (Sat.)

Spiritually Connected

Ps. 127:1

CENTER

GRACE

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

In Stores Now:
Power of Worship and Sound of Praise
CD’s and DVD’s
Featuring the Stellar Award song "Let
There Be Praise" written by Acclaimed
Producer and Song Writer Joe Pace and
Israel Houghton’s Gospel Radio Hit
"God is Good," with a few of the new
cuts performed by Gary Oliver and
Bishop Leonard Scott on the songs
"Come On Everybody" and "For the Lord
Is Good."

6;00 a.m.

“All Are Welcome” • “Bring A Friend”

Moore’s Chapel
AME Church
Rev. James T. Blount - Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.
Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.

Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

Greater Mt. Zion
African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a an.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School . . ...................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........................ 11 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.................... 5 p.m.
Evening Worship ..................... 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday............
7 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“One weekfrom church makes one weak.”

*

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues

Earth Mission Ministries to Host Tampa Bethel Metropolitan
Bay Bible CollegeBethel Metropolitan Hearts Afire, Vessels of 28th at 11:00 am. Reverend

(L-R): Dr. David Boyd, Dr. Constance D. Samuels
Dr. Harriet Boyd, Dr. Curtis Burrows

Earth Mission Minis
tries is proud to host a
satellite facility for Tampa
Bay Bible College for its
second year at Earth Mis
sion Miracle Temple of De
liverance Church, 2611 5th Ave. S., under the di
rection of Dr. David A.
Boyd, president; and Dr.
Harriet Boyd, Dr. Curtis
Burrowes, academic dean,
and Dr. Rev. Constance D.
Samuels as host pastor.
Tampa Bay Bible Col
lege is an educational ex
tension of Harvest Time
Ministries, Inc., of Tampa.
It is affiliated under the

auspices of Florida Coun
sel of Private College and
recognized by the State of
Florida Independent Col
leges and Universities.
All degrees awarded
will be of an ecclesiastical
nature. Levels of degrees
that can be obtained are:
Associate of Arts, Bachelor
of Arts, Master of Arts and
Doctors.
Orientation is sched
uled for Sept. 27 at Earth
Mission Ministries from 36 p.m. All questions and
concerns may be addressed
at that time. Please come
and take advantage of this

invites the community to
join us for Worship
Services at 8 and 11 a.m.
and Sunday School at 9:30
am.
We are gloriously con
tinuing our celebration of
our 100th anniversary we
are excited about the 2nd
Annual Night of Songs,
Saturday, September 27 at
3 p.m. Featuring the
Copeland Family Singers,
Sistas With A Vision,

(L-R): Prophetess Mary Gavin, Minister
Cassandra Small, Rev. Deborah A. Green

Praise, Clarity, The Mob,
Ivey, Roshara, Minister
Isaac Ruffin and The
Suncoast Fellowship Choir,
BMBC
Youth
Choir,
Kente, Jamison and The
Gospel Mimes, and many
others. So put on your
shouting shoes and help us
celebrate the one who is
alive and worthy to be
praised.
Celebrate Anniversary
Proper Sunday, September

Tallahassee, FL will be our
Centennial Anniversary
Proper messenger. We
invite the community to
join us and help us cele
brate this monumental
occasion.
Bethel Metropolitan is
a friendly body in Christ,
with a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages. We
have been striving to give a
positive Christian witness
for 100 years.

Corey Hodges, Pastor of
Pilgrim Baptist Church,
and President of the
Intermountain
General
Baptist Convention, Inc
will be the Reunion Sunday
.preacher, September 21st at
8 and 11a.m. We invite all
former
members
and
friends to join us for this
service.
Dr. Craig Riley, Pastor
of Greater Mt. Pleasant
Baptist
Church

Church Concert at First Presbyterian
ST. PETERSBURG A new chamber ensemble
sponsored by the First
Presbyterian Church of St.
Petersburg will perform at
8 p.m. Friday, Sept. 19 at

(L-R): Rev. Deborah A. Green, Dr. David Boyd,
Dr. Constance D. Samuels
photos by Peace Productions & Photography

wonderful opportunity.
II Timothy 2:15 states,
“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a work-

man that needed not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.”

GOD ANSWERS KNEE MAIL

Orchestra. The concert is
free; however, there will be
an opportunity to support
the newly established
music endowment at First
Presbyterian. Coffee and

the church, 701 Beach Dr.
N.E. This new group fea
tures some of the finest
instrumentalists in the
Tampa Bay area, including
members of the Florida

homemade desserts will be
on sale at intermission.
Childcare will be available.
For more information, call
(727) 822-2031 ext. 23.

Faith and Deliverance Full Gospel Church
Faith and Deliverance
Full Gospel Church and
Rev. Robert Coleman, pas
tor, present their Third An
nual Women’s Conference
Saturday, Oct. 11, from 9
a.m.-12 noon. A continen
tal breakfast will be served
from 8-9 a.m. Patricia

dence of God Church in St.
Petersburg and Co-Pastor
Pamela Jackson from the
Living Word Ministries in
Miami.
Praise and worship will
be by the Victory Praise
Team.
The registration fee

Coleman is chairperson of
this event.
This conference will be
held at Bethlehem Mis
sionary Baptist Church,
1241 - 22nd St. S.
The speakers will be
Evangelist Lolita Hallmon
from the Divine Provi

includes the continental
breakfast.

Prayer
Works!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Chrlst Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712

Missionary Baptist

532 33rd Street S. - St. Petersburg, FL

327-0997

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Sunday SchooI .................................... . 9:30 a.m.

Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship

... 6 p.m.

Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Tuesday Night

General BibIe Study

TUESDAY

Thursday Night Prayer

Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

Meeting & Teachers Meeting

FRIDAY

Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.

Rev. Clyde Williams

We

welcome you at all times.

PRAYER TIMES

Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.
RADIO BROADCAST

Sundays 7:45 a.m.
If you would like to come to church and do not have a way, call
327-0997.

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church
"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg;FL 33705
Phone:727-822-2089

4100 Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Rev. RooseveIt Hardy
Pastor

Church School ......... ......... 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class........... 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship................ 10:30 A.M.
Prayer / Bible Study .Tuesday 7:00 PM.
Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 PM.

Pastor Ronald Fluker
and wife, Shana

Sunday Morning Bible Class . ... . . . . 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .................. 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday................. 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship .................... 5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class . . .......... 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class ... .7:00 p.m.

Peiftecostal fenjple Church of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

■■.■■V*

Sunday

Morning Glory
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

9:30
10:00
11:30
7:30
7:30
5:45

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

“7i church working togetherfor the upbuilding of Qods kingdom”

FIRST BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL Church
ST. PETERSBURG, FL

Minister In Training

Sunday School...... :................................................... 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship........................................................ .,.11:00a.m.
Sunday Night Disciple Training................................ 6:00p.m.
Sunday Night Worship................................................ ..7:00p.m.
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study ....................... 7:00 p.m.

A Cooperative Southern Baptist, Multi-Cultural
Church, Everyone Welcome!

Traveler’s Rest

Phone:
Rev. Wayne

Missionary BaPtist
Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church

2183 - 22nd Avenue South.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021
Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.
Sunday School...................... 9:30 a.m.
Prayer/Praise Service (Weds.) Rev. Donald

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
R-m a i 1: bchurch5 @ tampabay.rr.com

Morning Worship: 8:00 and 11:00 A.M.

/nN A

955 - 20th Street SOuth
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Wednesday: Prayer Meeting/Bible Study/

PhOne: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org

AWANA-7:00 P.M

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School - 9:30 A.M.

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

"Church of The Open Door -

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Centennial Celebration"

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

2003

(Adult and Youth)

- 9:30

a.m.

- 11:00

a.m.

Come WORSHIP With
the F(rst Baptist FAMILY

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

<^1/[l^:aLo nosuj

St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Thompson, Pastor

Morning Worsh!p

57^Lon 5-J~>rcocj
3455 26th Avenue South

G.

323-7518

Sunday School.

F. Browne

"100 Years of God’s Favor"

Bro. Robert Smith

3144 THIRD AVENUE SOUTH

John A. Evans

1903

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

(727) 906-8300

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.

SUNDAY

Sunday school 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.

727-894-5315 • Fax: 727-894-5315
Email:
wwwJakemaggiore c@yahoo.com

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Friendship

Greater 81. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Are you doing what God wants you to do?
Need your Ministry Degree or Ordination?
Call Us Today!

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues

Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
“To God be the glory Transportation will be pro
for great things He has vided. Call (727) 894-1393
done.”
for more information.
Pastor Clarence Wil
Sunday, Sept. 21, at
liams and the Mt. Zion 7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m., Mt.
family welcome all visitors Zion is the place to be. The
and friends to worship ser Word of God will be pro
vice this Sunday as we cul claimed with Holy Ghost
minate our Harvest Day power, and the anointing of
celebration. Join us as we each speaker will take us
welcome the presence of up a little higher.
the Lord in this place, and
New Jerusalem will set
the tone as they render
lift up the name of Jesus.
We’re
excited! Song Service. Put on your
Harvest Day is here!
shouting shoes, as they will
Two spirit-filled events sing your soul happy.
are set for your enjoyment.
The speaker at 7:30
We ask that you join us in a.m. will be the Rev. Ella
this celebration. Come take Edwards. She is pastor at
a part.
Ivey
Chapel
A.M.E.
Friday, Sept. 19, at 7 Church in Nocatee, Fla.,
p.m., you’re invited to join and is a recent graduate of
us at our third annual Turner Theological Semi
“Evening of Elegance and nary at the Interdenomina
Gospel Dining” to be held tional Theological Center
at Banquet Masters, 8100 (ITC) where she received
Park Blvd. N. Plan on good her Master’s of Divinity
food, fellowship and enter degree and was honored for
tainment. Join us for this her academic excellence.
Edwards has worked as
festive occasion. Diane
Hughes of WRXB radio a registered nurse for the
station will be our mistress Department of Women and
of ceremonies, and the Mt. Children of the State of
Zion Musical Ensemble Florida for over 15 years,
will provide music to your during which time she was
ears, as well as the Ousley honored for her outstand
Singers and a great soloist. ing leadership and service.
Like the little shepherd
Come out, and let’s have a
good time in the Lord. boy turned mighty king,

Pentecostal Temple C.O.G.I.C.

David, Edwards is one after
God’s own heart. Through
her, God spreads the sweet
fragrance of the knowledge
of Him wherever she goes.
Come and be a blessing
as you are blessed from the
anointed Word of God by
this great preacher.

The Rev. George W.
Vereen

The speaker at 11 a.m.
will be the Rev. George W.
Vereen. In 1966, he mar
ried Rosie Edwards, and he
is the proud father of one
daughter, one son and
grandfather of five. In
March 1981, the Lord
called him into the min
istry.
He has served as a pas
tor in the Southwest Geor
gia Conference and is
presently serving as the
pastor of St. John African
Methodist
Episcopal
Church, Valdosta, Ga.

Vereen serves on the
South Conference Board of
Examiners, is a member of
the NAACP and the
American Legion Post 536.
He is also president of
Concerned Parents of Ben
Hill County School System
and advocates for children
and families.
His hobbies include
singing, fishing, hunting
and most sports. Vereen
loves people, but most
importantly, he loves the
Lord.
If you want to have a
hallelujah good time, come
hear this man of God.
z Make plans to be a part
of this dynamic service we
we give God all praise and
honor. For we are many
members belonging to one
body - the body of Christ.
Remember, we are a
TEAM - Together Every
one Achieves More.
Weekly activities:
Monday - Bible Study,
6-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday - Vintage
Bible Study, 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m.; Men’s Bible Study, 6
p.m.; Hour of Power Praise
Service,7-8 p.m.
Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week!

The members of Pente
costal Temple were glad to
be among those gathered at
Spa Beach for the annual
joint baptismal service. It
was a beautiful day and an
inspiring service. We pray
God’s blessings upon our
five members who were
baptized along with several
others from participating
churches.
Morning worship was
exciting as our youth
helped to set the atmos
phere for the holy Word.
Pastor Anderson preached
from Jonah 1:17 and 2:1-4
and 7 using the subject,
“What to do when my soul
is fainting.” He told us that
the remedy for a fainting
soul is to remember the
Lord. There is nowhere to
run from God, but when we
run to God, He will pre
serve us and show us His
mercy.
Missionary Jackqulyne
Anderson was the speaker
at the 7:30 p.m. evangelism
service. She spoke to us
about “God’s amazing
grace.” Scriptures used
were Ephesians 2:7, 8; Ro
mans 5:8 and II Corinthi
ans 8:9. She told us that
God showed the greatness
of His grace by giving His
son to die for us when we
did not deserve it and could
not earn it.
Those in attendance
enjoyed a spirit-filled day
as they offered to God

‘The Lord is great and Is to be hIghly praised; His greatness Is
beyond understanding."

-Psalms 145:3

praise and thanksgiving
and received vital mes
sages for God’s word to en
courage us throughout the
week.
The Soup, Sandwich
and Praise Ministry began
their evangelism outreach
by serving 50 bag lunches
and drinks to those who are
homeless. Pastor Ander
son, along with a couple of
the deacons, prepared the
lunches and made the deli
veries.
Upcoming events in
clude: Fish Fry, Friday,
Sept. 19, at the Fellowship
Hall; Sunshine Band, Sat
urday, Sept. 20, at 10 a.m.
(neighborhood youth ages
2-12 are welcome); Super
Sidewalk Sale, Saturday,
Sept. 20, from 8 a.m.-2
p.m. on the courtyard; and
1,000 People in White Ser
vice sponsored by the Hos
pitality Board on Sunday,
Sept. 21, at 4 p.m.
C.O.G.I.C.

host

to

shut-in prayer.

Pentecostal
Temple
Church of God in Christ is
pleased, to host a day of
consecration and renewal.
Women’s
Ministry
President, Evangelist Jack
qulyne Anderson, says, “It
is time for us to come
together in the presence of
the Lord so that our spirits
can be renewed . and
strengthened.”
As we take time from
our busy schedules, it will

Evangelist Diane Green

afford us an opportunity to
draw closer to God. The
session will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 27, from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. with the
theme for the day, “In His
Presence.”
The facilitator for the
session will be Evangelist
Diane Green from Talla
hassee. Green is the
founder and president of
Christian Women Fellow
ship, an organization de
signed to help women ex
cel in all areas of life.
She serves tirelessly in
revivals, seminars, Bible
studies, workshops, coun
seling and administration.
She travels extensively
throughout the United
States and abroad evangel

izing the Word of God
through the power of the
Holy Spirit. She received
chaplaincy
training
through the Florida Dept.
of Corrections and Aurora
Ministries and became
chaplain of the Gadsden
Correctional Facility.
Green is a powerfully
anointed woman of God
and believes that success of
her assignments from God
totally depend upon the
faith
supplied
daily
through, “entering into His
presence.”
Women throughout the
community are welcome to
join us for this time of
basking in the presence of
the Lord.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Trinity Presbyterian Church, USA

Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance
. ... “ The Church Where The Anointing Makes

2830 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

(727) 327-8560 or (727) 322-0810

Sunday Morning Worship
10 ajn.
Church School & Prayer
9 ajn.
Weekly BibIe Study Tuesdays 7 pjn.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.

JJL

9:00 AM .................................. Prayer Time
9:30 AM ........................... Sunday School

11:00 AM .......................................... Worship
12:30 I’M After Service Fellowship
Wednesday - 6:30 I’M Prayer and Bible Study

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the
Gospel and a Christian community for everyone.

Cul oral Arts Programs After School
Mon.. Wed., Friday«6:00pm - 8:00pm
Free Registration
ft r more information, contact
□ebot ih R, Green, Executive Director,
at: (727) 821-9472

Bu s

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
Morning Worship................................................................................................. 8:00a.m.
Sunday SchooI...................................................................................................... 9:30a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship....................................................
11:00a.m.
Prayer Meeting and BibIe CIass Wed................................ ..7:00 p.m.
EIder: Tony Smith
Transportation to Church: 727-743-3993 or 727-798-4430

Communion Is observed quarterIy
the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL

ministry provided for a

Sunday Morning Study ............10:00 AM
Morning Worship----------------- 11:00 AM

All Nations Church of
God Bv Faith

1

3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St.
Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656

Qlbureh

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
Deacon Ministry....................................................................................... Deacon Edward Nesbitt
Finance Ministry...............................................................................................
James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry.................................................................................. Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry............................................................................. ............................. Wyvonnia McGee

Morning Worship

B TU

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

>

..7:30 p.m.

Sunday fer vices:
Church School . .................................................................................
9am
Praise & Worship Services............................................... ... . 10:30am
Tuesday Services:
Ftayer Service...................................................................... ..
6:30pm
Bible Study......................................................................................... 7pm
Join us as we (iff up the name ofJesus

Weekly Services

St. Joseph Church
2101 - 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg
Sunday Masses Are At:
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Gospel Choir 9 a.m.
Traditional Choir 11 ajn.

Choir Rehearsal...11:00 a.m.

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
EPISCOPAL Church
1820 Walton Street S./ST. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a m.
Bible Study: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.

EIder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Sunday Schoo110 a.m.
Morning Service 11:30 a.m.

YPWW5:30 p.m. Sunday

Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Night Services 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.

Rev.. Calvin Hopkins

t

,

The cfiurcfi Where everybody is som ebody andChrist is aff.

7:3Q p.m.

'

Sunday Service ................................ ........................ 8:00 a.m
Sunday School............................................................ 9 30 a m
Morning Worship ..........................................
11 00 a m
Baptist Training Union ......................................
5 00 p m
Sble Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

; School Study...N?.
'; ■ 1st > 2 n 4*S;atur<fa f sj&fL:£

p.m.

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Sunday Services

1

RehearsaI................... 5:30 p.m.
Thursday WlM JLL&ureh* <

Tuesday Evening

j

1500 N. PennsyIvania Avenue
CIearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056
Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor

O

..9:30 a.m. f Nedn^riayYeiitfi:

.11:00 a.m.

HEIr/s jBi

St. John Missionary (Baptist Cfiurcfi

..

(813) 822-2455

1135 37th Street South, St.
Pete, FL

(727) 896-5228

Comejoin us at the Church where everyone is “ifefcome!

2051 - 9th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
CIifford F. Cannedy, Sr., Pastor

Prayer Tower Church 0£ God In Christ

2120 -19th Street South, St. Petersbirg, FL 33712

505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 32-7-3186
Morning Worship . . ................................... 7:45 a.m.
Sunday SchooI .. . ................................... 9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship .............................. 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.............................. .5:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Worship . .......... Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
BibIe Srudy/Frcyer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH

..........................

Evening Worship

Bible CIass

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church

Rev. Johnnie Lee Williams, Pastor

1JE
KPS
kT- t
IE 2 ■■
Church SchooI.

“The Church Where Everybc)dy Is Somebody”

Rev. Joseph Gordon

Sunday School................................ 9:30 a m.
Morning WbrsWp...................... .
.11 a.m.
Night V'torship............................. .
7 phr
Tuesday Bible Class.............. ........... 8,p.rrt. Friday Tcny Service............................. 8 pm.
Saturday Sabbath School................... 11 a.m.

International Headquarters, Anderson, Indiana

<

1 services • Krar presence is welcomed

11 Prescott Street South

Sunday School ...................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................. 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting/
Bible Study ......................................
.7:15p.m.K
Evening Worship (1st & 3rd Sunday) .... .6:00 p.m.

(fommmnty

Church Phone: (727) 323-321H
Pastor’s office: (727) 895-9591
Rev. Constance D. Samneis - Pastor

Rev. Emily GilIespie, Guest Minister
(The Church Of The Daily Word)

The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

^htI&frelphta

2611 5th. Ave. • St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Unity Temple Of Truth
Church

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FIorida 33705

Early Morning Worship...................... ........................ 7:00 a.m.
Sunday School..................................... ................... ,....9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship................................ ...................... 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.,..................... ....................... 4:30 p.m.
Communion......................................... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bit»le Study
Wednesdays................. ............. ......... ...........
.;..7:30 p.m.

“To QocffBe The Qfory"

1
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NATIONAL NEWS
Local Member Inducted into the National Coppin State Seeks University Status
Urban League Quarter Century Club------PINELLAS COUNTY
« During the 2003 National
Urban League (NUL)
Conference held in Pitts
burgh, Penn.,, local resident
Joseph Miller was inducted
into the NUL’s prestigious
Quarter Century Club, a
group exclusively for staff
members or volunteers of
the Urban League move
ment who have accumulat
ed a minimum of 25 years
service.
Miller is the manager
of the League’s Compre
hensive Family Services
Program, which provides a
full range of services to
needy children and their
parents. Services are pro
vided to residents of the
Greater Ridgecrest area
through the Pinellas Coun
ty Urban League’s north

county office located at
13477 Adams Circle,
(Rainbow Village) in Lar
go, Fla.
Services include tutor
ing in english, math and
science to students, sup
portive services for at-risk
students at all grade levels
during the summer months
and educational and recre
ational field trips for the
communities’ youth. Fam
ily life education on parent
ing skills, financial and
budgeting skills, crime and
drug abuse prevention,
self-esteem and safety and
employability skills devel
opment are also offered for
adults.
It was his delight and
honor to submit Miller as a
nominee, said James O.
Simmons, president and

CEO of the Pinellas Couny
Urban League. The local
affiliate sponsored Miller’s
attendance at the National
Conference in Pittsburgh,
where he, along with other
candidates from around the
country, were presented
with 25-year pins bearing
the Urban League’s equali
ty logo with a ruby. Mahlon
T. Puryear, president of the
NUL Quarter Century
Club, presented the pins to
the recipients.
Currently the Compre
hensive Family Services
Program provides social
service activities to more
than 300 youth and 200
adults on an annual basis
through a holistic program.
Miller is also responsible
for three computer labs,
which provides computer

literacy training to yoiith
and adults. Additionally,
Miller coordinates the dis
tribution of Thanksgiving
baskets, Christmas gifts
and food baskets to needy
families every year.
Miller stated that he
considers his indoctrina
tion into the NUL Quarter
Century Club to be his
crowning achievement as it
relates to honors and recog
nition. He indicated that he
could not have picked a
better social service agency
than the Pinellas County
Urban League as the con
duit for him to reach out to
the needy residents of the
Pinellas County.

bv Wiley Hall
Associated Press Writer
BALTIMORE,
Md.
(AP) - The University of
Maryland Board of Re
gents
unanimously
approved a proposal to
change the name of Coppin
State College to Coppin
State University.
Chris Hart, a spokes
man for the University
System of Maryland, said
the proposal now goes to
the General Assembly and
Gov. Robert Ehrlich for
final approval.
Coppin's new presi
dent, Stanley F. Battle,
asked system Chancellor
William E. Kirwan to pro
pose the change at a meet
ing in Cambridge last
week. >

“This would be a big
step for us," said Battle,
adding that Coppin's mis
sion would not change.
“When I started on
March 3, this was one of
the top issues of the univer
sity family," said Battle, a
vice chancellor at the
University of WisconsinMilwaukee before coming
to Coppin. “People here
were very concerned that
Coppin did not change its
name when the transforma
tion took place throughout
the rest of the university
system. But the (Coppin)
leadership at the time
decided it would not be
appropriate."
For Battle, “university"
better reflects Coppin's
professional programs in

teaching, criminal justice
and social work and its
mission to conduct applied
research on urban issues.
For example, the institution
recently announced a part
nership with the Baltimore
Urban League and Balti
more City Community Col
lege to produce a “State of
Black Baltimore" report in
2004, similar to the
National Urban League's
annual “State of Black
America" report.
Coppin would be one
of the last of the 11 Uni
versity System of Mary
land institutions to describe
itself as a university. For
example, Bowie State
University and Salisbury
State University dropped
the “college" from their

names in 1988, when the
state reorganized most of
its public universities under
one university system.
Frostburg State University
gained that status in 1987
and Towson University in
1976.
Founded in 1900 as a
one-year training school
for black teachers, today's
Coppin State College is a
historically black, fouryear liberal arts institution
offering 20 majors, and
eight graduate degree pro
grams.
It sits on 38 acres in
northwest Baltimore. The
school was named for
Fanny Jackson Coppin, a
pioneer black educator.

NEWS DEADLINE IS 4 PM. MONDAY

Only 60 Students at Morris Brown College this
Fall--------------------------------------------------------------------ATLANTA, Ga. (AP) |
As nearby campuses bustle,
at the Atlanta University
Center (AUC), several of
Morris Brown College's
buildings are dark.
There are just 60 stu
dents taking classes this
fall at the 122-year-old col
lege, which lost its accredi
tation amid a morass of
financial problems.
The

dining hall

no

longer serves food. Only 40
students live on campus,
and college officials have
condensed classes to one
science building.
A year ago, there were
2,700 students at Morris
Brown, one of six histori
cally black schools that
make up the AUC.
"It's definitely a lot
quieter around here," said
Stacey Barrett, who is the

only student in her French
class and one of a handful
in music, her major. "It's a
different atmosphere."
Barrett, a senior, said
she thought about transfer
ring when the school lost
its accreditation appeal in
April, but she owned a stu
dent loan and wanted to
finish at the school where
she started.
There _ are

positives,

Barrett said.
"I'm getting a lot of
one-on-one attention from
my professors this semes
ter," she said. ".It's a real
family atmosphere."
Morris Brown's chief
operating officer, Linda
Myler, said the college has
retained 18 instructors and
68 staff members for the
fall. It once had a staff of
500, including 104 instruc-

tors.
“We're smaller and lea
ner, but we're definitely
still here," Myler said.
Registrar Toledo Riley
said her office tailored the
fall curriculum to the needs
of returning students.
“We looked at individ
ual students and planned
our classes from there,"
Riley said.
After losing its accred-

THERE IS A

itation appeal, Morris Joyner to distribute among
Brown's federal and state returning students.
aid dried up, and enroll
Myler said Morris
ment plummeted. The Brown also has collected
school is operating with more than $200,000 in out
money from the AME standing student debts over
Church, with which it is the summer.
affiliated, and private dona
“We're following a
tions.
strict budget," she said.The college also has' "We are balancing our
received $1 million in accounts."
scholarship money from
radio personality Tom
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Searching for Democracy-------------- ---- ------------- ——
Nigerian journalist returns home to shape reform
bv Candace K. Clarke
Challenger
Assistant
Editor
Graffiti! Graffiti![/His
tory written in staccato!
Thoughts of burdened
minds/Expressions of con
fined souls/To a silent, cold
wall. (1998)
The words of a man
unjustly imprisoned in Ni
geria, caught up in a politi
cally worn-down system of
dictatorship and corruption,
he wrote over 60 poems
that reflected his isolation
and anger, written from the
perspective of a man who
felt that “death was on the
way.” It had been his
words, expressing a dissat
isfaction with the system,
that {had caused him to be
sentenced for treason.
Nigerian born Niran
Patrick Malaolu, a veteran
journalist, is led by a pas
sion for democracy and
civil freedoms, facets not
clearly known to him grow
ing up. Nigeria,va country
that holds about 160 mil
lion people, is known as
one of the most populous
black countries in the
world. Although one of the
12th largest exporters of
crude oil, it is estimated
that nearly 45 percent of
Nigerians are below the
poverty line; most are
dependent on agriculture
for livelihood.
Malaolu, 43, has an op
timism that remains intact,
strengthened by his reli

gious faith, as well as a
new era that has emerged in
the west African nation of
his birth.
Malaolu was recently
here to take a week-long
course at the Poynter
Institute in St. Petersburg,
an education hub for aspir
ing and veteran journalists
alike. The seminar, “Find
ing Your Voice,” addressed
how to write appealing
journalistic pieces; Ma
laolu was particularly inter
ested in learning the Amer
ican audience. A continuing
USF graduate student in
journalism studies, Malao
lu has come to realize that,
“Every culture and society
has two different approach
es when it comes to news.”
A husband arid father
of three, Malaolu now steps
into a new role, from being
once considered an enemy
of the government, to hav
ing a hand in shaping Ni
gerian policies. Prepared to
take the lead as the newly
appointed commissioner of
information and strategy
for the state of Ogun in
Nigeria, Malaolu’s holds
on to a steadfast hope for a
new beginning.
Growing up

Malaolu was bom in
the city of Abeoukuta,
Ogun. Learning early on
from the Bible, Malaolu
found himself especially
captured by a particular
passage 4 John 3:16. “’For
God so loved the world that

He gave His only begotten
son...’ When .1 started
growing up, I began to
think about the statement the power in the statement,
the logic in the statement,”
Malaolu recalls. “I began to
get interested in words, in
literature...”
Encouraged to become
a journalist, and having
studied at a collegiate level,
Malaolu involved himself
with ■ several Nigerian
newspapers beginning in
1983,. The Punch, Vanguarde Newspapers and
The Diet, all located in the
former capital city of La
gos. “Somewhere along the
line, I began to see the need
of how to use journalism to
spread the change in my
society,” says Malaolu
“We were living in a
different kind of society,”
Malaolu states, “whereby
the masses were not that
enlightened, and we were
living in a dictatorial type
of government. We were
subjected to military rule.”
Growing unrest

Nigeria is a country
with a tumultuous history,
one marred by civil unrest
and a political tug-of-war.
On Oct. 2, 1960, Nigeria
became independent from
England, but after six years
of democracy, military
rulers took over. “Since
then,” he adds, “the nation
has been going down.”
In June 1993, a nation
al election placed Chief

Niran Patrick Malaolu
photo by Candace K. Clarke

Moshood K.O. Abiola into
leadership - one that was in
nartie only, however. Com
manding a dictatorial rule,
the military regime, headed
by General Ibrahim Babangida stepped into the presi
dency, “taunting the aspira
tions of Nigerians by not
giving power to this man,”
states Malaolu. Abiola, the
man that so many Ni
gerians had placed their
hopes on, would eventually
be accused of treason and
jailed the following year.
In a political impasse,
another military leader,
General Sani Abacha, took
over Nigeria in November
1993. “Before he died [in
1998], Malaolu recalls,
“the nation had become
almost ungovernable. He
was very brutal, organizing
phantom coups,” states
Malaolu “They used that to

round up the public and put
people in jail.”
“All of a sudden they
came”

On Dec. 28,1997, Ma
laolu was arrested; the gov
ernment claimed treason.
Then working as the editor
for the independent publi
cation, The Diet, Malaolu
had no warning, no indica
tion that he was under gov
ernmental suspicion. Taken
by soldiers, along with
three other coworkers, Ma
laolu was heavily chained,
placed into solitary con
finement. Brought before a
judge three weeks later,
Malaolu was sentenced to
life imprisonment. Malaolu
who had been married
since 1993, would be taken
away from his wife and two
sons, one of which was
only two months old.
Isolated for much of

his time at Katsina prision,
Malaolu wasn’t allowed to
talk to anybody, nor to have
anyone communicate with
him. Tom from his family
and subjected to torture,
Malaolu’s feelings of con
fusion and anger often
intensified over the politi
cal scheme behind arrest.
“They said that I was
involved in the coup, which
was not true,” he protests.
“They said that they were
not comfortable with my
views and what I was writ
ing,” recalls Malaolu. He
also believes that there was
another factor behind his
arrest as well - stemming
from his close friendship
with an American Embassy
worker.
Only a few weeks prior
to his arrest, Malaolu’s
friend had visited him in
Lagos and Abeoukuta.
“Apparently they were
uncomfortable with the
Americans,” says Malaolu
of the government. “That
actually gave them an
impetus to grab me,” he
insists.
After Abacha died, the
regime began to falter.
Under the new govern
ment, lead by the military
leader Gen. Abdulsalam’
Abubakar, Malaolu’s sen
tence was reduced to 15
years. On March 4, 1999,
“in the spirit of national
reconciliation,” says Ma
laolu, he along with several
other political detainees,

were released. He had
served fourteen months.
A New Beginning

Pressured to commit to
democracy, says Malaolu,
the government organized
an election that brought
President
Olusegun
Obasanjo, a former military
dictator, into power in May
1999. Although overshad
owed by talks of ballot rig
ging, Obsananjo was re
elected in April 2003,
which re-elected Obsanan
jo * a testament to a suc
cessfully organized civilian
government, says Malaolu.
“This gave a lot of Niger
ians the feeling that the
nation [was] now ready for
democracy. Having sur
vived...under the military,
Nigerians have now come
to the belief that the worst
■of democracy is better than
the best of military rule.”
Since his imprison
ment, Malaolu has been
published in several jour
nals, including the BBC
Magazine. He has toured,
giving lectures on issues
such as human rights and
journalism at Nigerian
institutions, as well as the
University of Lagos and the
Nigerian
Institute
of
Journalism. Malaolu also
served as executive direc
tor and deputy editor-inchief of the Lagos-based
daily, The Anchor, from
1999-2001. Two of the
poems he penned while
imprisoned, “Behold the

Picture” and “Grafitti,”
have been recognized by
the International Library of
Poetry for “The Best of
Poets and Poems,” in 2001
and 2002, respectively.
With the recent elec
tions, Otumba Gbenga
Daniel became the gover
nor of Malaolu’s home
town state of Ogun. On
July 3, Daniel swore in
Malaolu to his cabinet, be
coming the new commis
sioner of information and
strategy. Serving a fouryear tenure, Malaolu will
be responsible for commu
nicating the issues of the
government to the people,
and particularly reaching
out to the people in the
rural areas, for promoting a
new brand of effective gov
ernment. He looks forward
to working with Daniel, a
person he describes as “a
man of vision, very com
mitted and determined to
create a change in the poli
cies of Nigeria.”
“I want to ensure that
Nigeria is taken towards
the path of peace, stability,
and economic progress,”
says Malaolu of his own
mission. Of his prison
ordeal, he says: “I am com
mitted to ensuring that that
kind of thing doesn’t hap
pen anymore. I am commit
ted to democracy.”

Achebe Book Must Go, Says Kenyan Archbishop
(IPS/GIN) - A nearly
40-year-old
book
by
renowned Nigerian author
Chiilua Achebe has come
under attack in Kenya by
Catholic Archbishop Ndingi Mwana'a Nzeki, who
says Achebe’s, "A Man of
the People," should be
banned
from
Kenyan
schools.
He said Kenyan stu
dents should be encouraged

to read books which will
give good examples and
not books which will have
a negative influence on
them.
Achebe, one of the
most well known African
authors of his generation,
was bom in 1930 in Eastern
Nigeria
to
religious
Christian parents. His first
novel, “Things Fall Apart”
(1958) received wide

acclaim. It dealt with the
colonial impact on Igbo
culture.
“Man of the People”
(1966) describes an un
named post-colonial Afri
can country. It deals with
the problems of political
representation in a corrupt
nation. It also deals with
the problems of finding a
collective will in an ethni
cally diverse, economically

stratified nation.
The main part of the
story centers around the
political battles between
the main character, Odili,
and his former teacher,
Chief Nanga, the corrupt
and charismatic "man of
the people".
The novel foreshadows
the Nigerian coups of 1966
and shows the violence and
corruption of a society

making its own way be
tween the two worlds.
According
to
the
Kenyan Archbishop, the
most important aspect in
educating children is "char
acter formation" first, fol
lowed by discipline, and
lastly education.

BACK TO SCHOOL SALE
10 - 50 % OFF SELECTED ITEMS
Plain Baseball Caps - Buy 1 Get 1 FREE
Negro League Jerseys (Limited Supply)
Men's Urban/Hip-Hop Wear
Reg. Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11AM - 7 PM
Friday Hours: 11AM - 12:30PM - Reopen at 3PM - 7PM
Sunday and Monday by Appointment

1047 62nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL
Skyway Plaza • (727) 867-1338

• Egyptian Musk
Custom Blended Fragrances
Many More!
•Dread Caps/Headbands
•Jewelry/Assessories
• Natural Hair Braiding
& Locking
• African Ethnic Attire
•Incense, Oils, Black Soap,
African Shea Butter....More!i!

OBITUARIES
WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO
YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE
PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

ANSWERS
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MAIL!
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Funeral Director

(Comer So. Greenwood Ave.

& Howard)

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987
Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and .
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

KNOW JESUS,

Clearwater, FL

KNOW PEACE!

442-2388

"It's all taken care of"
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.

Serenity Funeral Home, Inc.
Family Budget Plan $1,399.00

So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

(Cloth Casket - Grey or Blue)

Traditional Burial $2,199.00
(20 Gauge Steel Casket)

Elite Services/Deluxe $3,599.00
(18 Gauge Steel Casket)

Police Escort, Programs, Grave Space
or Cemetery Services

Elder Leon Lavell Thomas, Sr.

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours”

Cremations

Founder/Executive Director

Lisa M. Speights-Harley, L.F.D.

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

832 N.E. 5th Street (Hwy. 44), Crystal River
1-866-515-9491

727-894-22661 FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

I

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

i
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Toonari Web Dev.
Presents:
African American
History For
Students And
Teachers On The
Web.

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157
$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

www.africanaonline.com
www.toonari.com

s Section 8 Housing Y
3,4, 5 Bedrooms For Rent
Petersburg & Gulfpot

1(813) 244-7388 f.

PICK OF THE
WEEK!

9-17-28

WTre

"When YehiNfisAiQuolity

Craftsmanship ”

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work
(727) 492-8195
Bonded & Insured

SAVE UP TO

Licj» ERI30I2312

80%
On Dental Services
Includes FREE Prescription, Vision
and Chiropractic Plans

(727) 864-6675

MS
F XI

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

At Bright House Networks,

NEWS
DEADLINE
IS 4 P.M.
MONDAY

WE ALL SHINE!
visit Us In Person;
CIearwater
2530 Drew St.
2114 Drew St.

30-45-49

CA$H 3
079 156 483

927

486 371 650

6- 7 8-4 5-1
7- 2 3-5 8-6

The HospICE

WRXB RADIO STATION IS

FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.
For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

St Pete
11500 9th St. N.
233 31st St. N.

Madeira Beach
14995 Guff Blvd.

Suite C

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977
A Unique Profession//
Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs. LPNs
(FL License Required)
SHHA./CNAs
(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

Peosie across the country are learning whatour 2.1
million customers Steady know: that Blight House
Networks Is delivering the IWure of information and
sntertSnmert, Join us now to see tot yowsem

tap AunrroR
i seeking a twttlme Tap Aufltor to perforin fleki
audls to determine whether service-of an aceoat Is
active, Hie qualified candidate must possess a high
school ffpioma (or equivalent) and a raSd Florida drivers
license with proven clean Srivirg record.
• Career Growth Potential • Fal Bswffls Package
• Free Cahle & internet • Paid Vacattoas • 401K

• Pension Plan • And Moisi

Pinellas Park
Parkside Mali
Job Hotline:
727-797-1818,
ext. 8040.

OF THE I'LORIDA SUNCOAST

pUmowk
xaeaaaitiactf&avnit
sheik lequisetl.

Si"©)

GOD BLESS
AMEKICA

PLEASE
SUPPORT
OUR PAPER
BY SUPPORT
ING OUR
ADVERTISERS

HOTLINE NUMBERS

THERE 13 ONLY

The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
Family Resources Counseling:
(727) 384-8336 or (727) 449-8336

ONE RACE IN THIS

DO YOU HAVE

WORLD - THE

SOMETHING TO SELL?

HUMAN RACE

STOP IN OR CALL TODAY TO
PLACE YOUR AD

2500 - DR. M.L. KING ST. S.

/OUT

(727) 896-2922
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Sudden changes in your financial
situation are likely. Dig deep to find out how costly a new ven
ture will be before you sign on the dotted line. You will have the

YOUR AD COULD BE

e-mail:

c
He£ o
Ixt

smfaith @ tampabay.rr.com

stamina and the know how to raise your earning power.
Concentrate on your job.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) You may be somewhat emotional
concerning a rather private matter. Changes at home will be nec
essary. You could overreact to emotional situations regarding

your relationship.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) This is not the time to lend or bor
row money or possessions. Make plans to mix business with
pleasure. Dinner with clients or business associates should be

WORKING FOR YOU!

successful. You need to interact with others if you want to
expand your knowledge. Use your quick wit to win points and
friends.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Get help to finish a project if you
need it. You will be tempted to shop till you drop. Be sure to
keep communication open with those you live with. You are best

to keep your money tied up in a safe and secure place.
LEO (July -23-Aug 22) Do not be stubborn about making
changes around your home. You can dazzle members of the
opposite sex with your quick wit and aggressive charm. You

CALL OR STOP

THERE IS A
REASON TO READ
THE WEEKLY
CHALLENGER

IN

TODAY

should make special plans for you and your lover. Your partner
may be reluctant to tell you how they feel.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Residential moves will also be
advantageous for all concerned. Your temper may get the better
of you if a colleague has tried to ruin your reputation. Get
together with friends for some competitive physical activities.

(727) 896-2922

Attend trade shows that will allow you to look at new products.

LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Property deals will pay big divi
dends. Your ability to do detailed work will dazzle those who are
less creative. There's lots to be done and if you meet your dead

The Weekly Challenger

line you'll be in your boss's good books. Try not to push your
philosophies on others.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) You can enjoy, short trips. You
may be sensitive concerning friends and their situations. Be pre
pared to take advantage of your good fortune. A trip to visit rel
atives should be rewarding.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) You will find the perfect
outfit if you shop this week. Take time to listen to children and

help them with projects that seem impossible to them. Put your
energy into your work or moneymaking ventures rather than into
your emotional life this week. Deep discussions may only lead

to friction.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) Visit friends or relatives that
you don't get to see very often. Don't be shy; if you want to
spend more time with a special person, make a commitment.
Past partners are likely to reappear. Minor health problems may

lower your vitality.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Spend some time with the one
you love. Pleasure trips will be satisfying. Do not let the reac
tions of others get you going. You can make new friends by tak
ing part in social events involving colleagues. You can get ahead
if you present your ideas to superiors.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) Communication will be your best
bet. Try to curb your tongue and let others at least get a word in.

You may find that family members may not be too easy to get
along with. Advancement can be yours if you put your efforts
into work related matters.

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

2500 Dr. M.L. King Street, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

SUBSCRIPTION: $30 Annually by Mail

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

Name___________________________________________ ______________

The Weekly Challenger

Is this a renewal?__ _ If so, who is your carrier?____________________

Address

_____________________________________ __ __________

City_________________ ______ State_______ Zip Code_____________
Phone__________ ____________________________________ ___ _______

Give Us a Call <You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

CALL TODAY
"There’s a ReaSon to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Make checks payable to: The Weekly Challenger
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ENTERTAINMENT
‘Fighting Temptations’ in Theatres Sept. 19
voice that could rock the
competition at the annual
Gospel Explosion, Lilly is
just the miracle Darrin is
looking for ... if he can
persuade her to sing.
Starring
Academy
Award
winner
Cuba
Gooding Jr. and Grammy
winner Beyonce Knowles
of the R&B trio Destiny’s
Child,
"The Fighting
Temptations" is a rousing,
music-driven
ensemble
comedy and non-stop
entertainment for audi
ences of all generations .
"This whole film is
about community," said

When
slick-talking
New York City advertising
executive Darrin Hill trav
els back to his small home
town of Monte Carlo, Ga.,
to claim the inheritance his
Aunt Sally left him, he
finds he must fulfill her last
wish before he can collect
- create a gospel choir and
lead it to success.
But with a town full of
tin ears and a shortage of
singers, Darrin is about
ready to give up and head
back to the city where he
belongs ... until he runs
into Lilly. A beautiful
nightclub singer with a

(Left to right) Cuba Gooding, Jr. as Darrin Hill and
Beyonce Knowles as Lilly in "The Fighting
Temptations."
photo by: David Lee

Gooding, who rose to
instant fame when he took
home the Best Supporting
Actor Oscar for his role in
"Jerry Maguire." "It’s also

about how a man can redis
cover himself through find
ing the talent within others.

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS
Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser

HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?
Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you
overcome your problems no matter how big or small.

She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies or rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or

Awards Writer of Film on Murder of
Emmett Till Nominated for Emmy
by Timothy R. Brown
Associated Press Writer
JACKSON,
Miss.
(AP) _ New York filmmak
er Stanley Nelson and his
wife, Marcia Smith, expect
to have goose bumps and
crossed fingers as they wait
to find out if their film
about the 1955 murder of
Emmett Till wins an
Emmy.
The couple will attend
the Emmy Awards at
Shrine Auditorium in Los
Angeles on Saturday night
as nominees in the cate
gories of Directing and
Writing for Nonfiction
Programming
for
"American Experience:
The Murder of Emmett
Till."
"Iam looking at this
like I get to go to a really
nice party," said Smith, the
writer for the film and
executive
director of

Firelight Media, a not-forprofit company that pro
duces public television
documentaries.
"I have low expecta
tions, but I think I will have
goose bumps," she said.
Nelson and Smith said
they have received numer
ous compliments on the
movie from Till's relatives
and friends.
"I think the compli
ments that meant the most
to me came from Wheeler
Parker, who is Emmett's
cousin, and Willie Reed,
who was a witness to the
murder,"
Smith
said.
"Both are quiet men, but
after seeing the film for the
first time, both said, 'You
know you did a really good
job. You really captured it.1
That meant the most to
me."
Nelson said, "One of
the greatest comments that

I have received about the
movie was doing a show
ing in Salt Lake City, Utah.
A white girl, maybe 17years-old, stopped in front
of me and simply said 'That
movie was good.' It was a
simple compliment that
sticks in my head because I
knew that we had done
something right."
“American
Exper
ience: The Murder of
Emmett Till" tells the story
of a landmark event in the
civil rights era.
It was in the early
morning hours of Aug. 28,
1955, when the roundfaced, handsome 14-yearold Till was kidnapped
from his uncle's home in
Money by two white men.
The men claimed Till, who
was visiting from Chicago,
had flirted with one of their
wives.
Three days later, Till's

false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.

the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky
numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life. She

AI 1OKJMSY AI LAW

will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,

I was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.
- Hillary Williams

luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of

• Automobile Accidents

all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to
remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be

• Employment & Labor Law

helped and freed from all your troubles?

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

• Nursing Home Negligence

• Probate & Wills
1 ■

• General Civil Litigation

I___________________

Rev. Mother Superior Williams

(727) 898-9292

3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

341 THIRD STREET SOUTH • ST. PETERSBURG
wwwjlnelsonlaw.com

(813) 874-5581

body was found in the
Tallahatchie River _ eye
detached, ear missing. His
body was rendered unrec
ognizable, except for a ring
on his hand.
Till's mother insisted
upon a public viewing and
funeral in Chicago for her
son. Pictures of the brutal
ized body shocked the
world and the murder
became the catalyst for the
civil rights movement.
Decades since the bru
tal killing and acquittals of
suspects, Roy Bryant and
his half brother J.W.
Milam, Nelson's film is the
first feature documentary
to be aired on Till's murder.
It was aired Jan. 20 on
PBS.
The movie has already
earned a Special Jury
Award
at the 2003
Sundance Film Festival.
The film was televised
two weeks after the death
of Till's mother, Mamie Till
Mobley. Mobley, 81, died
Jan. 6 of heart failure at
Chicago's Jackson Park
Hospital.
"The saddest thing for
me was that Mamie never
got a chance to see it,"
Smith said.

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based soley upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask the lawyer to
send you a free written information about their qualifications and experience.

WHAT YOU SEE IS
WHAT YOU GET.
Some occasions call foe an extra-special dessert.

What better way to celebrate a memorable moment
than with luscious, real fruit filling layered
Bfil

underneath 100% natural Neufchatel cream cheese

and a crunchy, sweet streusel topping? Baked

fresh in the store, the Publix Bakery Cherry
Cheesecake Pie will be music to your taste buds.

visit us at publiY.com

Publix.
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Memo
To:

Subscribers

From: Ethel L. Johnson, Owner/Publisher

The Weekly Challenger
2500 M.L. King St S., St Petersburg, FL. 33705
(727) 822-8996 phone, (727) 823-2568 fax

Date: 919103
Re:

New Subscriber Delivery System

Dear Valued Subscriber:

Wtttflp

In an effort to improve our efficiency and overall delivery service to you, CQe
Challenger has created a
new Subscriber Delivery System. In order to ensure its successful implementation, we need your help.

ANNUAL
MAIL DELIVERY

According to our records, your subscription is scheduled to expire on December 31, 2003. Please complete
the enclosed Subscriber Form, and return it to CQe gffleefely Challenger via fax or mail. It is very important
that you complete the Subscriber Form and return it to us, no later than Monday, September 15. The
Subscriber Form will help ensure your contact information in our file, is current and accurate.

$30

Name

Address

_____________.

______ ______

Effective with the September 18 edition of the newspaper, all residential subscribers will receive their
newspaper via U. S. Mail. Your newspaper will be mailed on Thursday, and you should receive it on Friday.
Carriers will no longer deliver residential newspapers, nor will they handle renewals, dje Wfetbly

Apt/Suite_______ __ City_______ ______

Challenger will process all subscription renewals, directly.

State ______ Zip Code_________ Start Date _______ _

Customer satisfaction is of utmost importance to us, so we welcome your comments. We deeply appreciate
your business, and look forward to a continued business relationship.

Phone Number ____________________________________

There Is A Reason To Read HEQe Reriklp Challenger!

New Subscription ______ Renewal Subscription _ __

Sincerely,

&t£el.£. $06*40*,, OwnenfPttl&fajfot,
Sold by:

WMfeeklp Challenger * 2500 M. L. King Street So. * St Petersburg, FL 33701 * Tel: (727) 896-2922 * Fax: (727) 823-2568
DtPaid_______ Cash__ Check #_____ Amount _ ___

Make Checks Payable to: Tke IFeek/y ChaUenser
• Page i

THERE’S A REASON TO READ THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!)

